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Security And Safety For Alleditor’s note

O
ne of the most important things in the governance of any country 

is managing its entry points – every nation wants to attract top 

talents, investments, and law-abiding travellers; and similarly, 

every nation wants to keep out the troublemakers, the potential 

terrorists, and the drug dealers. 

The UAE, being a multicultural country with such a huge expat population 

and commercial activity, the issuance of all kinds of visas is a big operation. 

Almost miraculously, the government has managed to condense this complex 

operation into a single-window process that takes only 10 minutes! The UAE is 

a country that believes in not just achieving, but also in achieving fast results. 

This is the focus of our cover story this September. 

Talking about visas, we’d like to draw your attention to a phenomenon very 

closely associated with official paperwork – and that’s forgery. In their quest 

to get either something they can’t have or something they want to get faster, 

e.g. a visa, a bank loan, or a credit card, forgers often present fake 

documents. A 999 feature this month explains what is considered forgery and 

why it’s clubbed with the worst crimes in the books of UAE law enforcement. 

It’s best to always be alert, because some of the things that we blindly trust 

can be injurious to our health and wealth. Take, for instance, the habit of 

inhaling electronic cigarettes or vapours, devices that heat up a liquid inside 

them. But this practice is completely illegal in the UAE, as all the other types 

of vapour products. Aside from the danger that comes along with this bad 

habit, we have a feature this month that outlines what the law says for 

peddling e-cigarettes in the country.

Other features this month span a variety of relevant topics, from blockchain 

transactions as a safer banking trend to revenge plastic surgery amongst 

women that may boomerang on them in the long run, as their reason for 

wanting treatment is not as healthy as it should be.  

Observing the environment-related special days in September, we also put 

the focus on all the consumer-oriented green campaigns taking place in this 

country. And ‘Abu Dhabi Spotlight’ takes you into the home of the late Sheikh 

Zayed, the founding father, whose legacy will be celebrated in 2018, his birth 

centenary year. 

Yet again, we leave you with best wishes and the hope that 999 has made 

your day, your world, better and safer by several degrees.  

Fast lane to fast results

The UAE is a 
country that 

believes in not 
just achieving, 

but also in 
achieving fast 

results
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President issues federal excise tax law

President Khalifa declares 2018 as ‘Year of Zayed’
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan declared 2018 
as “Year of Zayed” in commemoration 
of the birth centennial of the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the UAE’s 
founding father.

HH Sheikh Khalifa said the Year of 
Zayed aims to pay homage to the UAE’s 
founding father who acted as a catalyst 
for “unity, prosperity, and societal 
development”.

The President also urged UAE 
residents to uphold the values instilled by 
Sheikh Zayed, including his “wisdom, 
respect, determination, loyalty, a sense 
of belongingness to the nation, and 
willingness to make sacrifices”.

“The Year of Zayed is a great national 
occasion when we will proudly share 
memories of the life of the founding 
father and his gift to us of deeply-
rooted values, principles, and traditions 
that have become part of our Emirati 
identity,” HH Sheikh Khalifa said.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President, 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has issued Federal Decree-Law No. 07 of 
2017, Excise Tax Rates, that shall be imposed on the 
“excise goods” provided that the tax rates do not exceed 
200 per cent of the product price.

2017”, which aims to formulate a 
national strategy for the enhancement of 
the UAE’s “reputation and soft power”. 

“The noble values and traditions of 
the late Sheikh Zayed represent a true 
wealth and source of pride for all those 
in the UAE, an inexhaustible well of 
giving from which current and future 
generations learn how to sacrifice all 
that is precious for the homeland,” the 
Vice President said.

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 
of Dubai, welcomed the declaration 
of 2018 as Year of Zayed and called 
for the launch of a comprehensive 
framework to boost the UAE’s 
advancement in technology, build a 
system of ethical values, and bolster 
productivity of the national economy.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
said Year of Giving will complement 
initiatives under the “UAE Centennial 

At its 37th meeting in December 2016, the Supreme 
Council of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) issued a 
resolution on excise goods list, which contains tobacco 
products, energy drinks and certain soft drinks.

“As President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa issues Federal 
Decree-Law No. 07 of 2017 on Excise Tax, the UAE 
takes a great leap forward,” said HH Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and Minister 
of Finance.

“The Excise Tax will help us build a healthier and safer 
society. This tax is set to discourage the consumption of 
products that negatively impacts the environment and, 
more importantly, people’s health, while the revenues it 
generates will go towards supporting advanced services 
for all members of society,” HH Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Rashid added.

The new legislation requires excise tax to be imposed 
on (1) certain activities around specific “excise goods”; 
(2) activities such as the production or importation of 
excise goods in to the UAE; and (3) the stockpiling of 
excise goods in the UAE, where these activities occur 
during doing business.
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Mohammed underlines ‘actions and deeds’ as part of UAE’s success story
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President, Prime Minister of the UAE, revealed that 
UAE’s success can neither be attributed to any secret nor 
scientific formula.

In a series of posts on social media, the Vice President 
emphasized that the UAE’s success as a nation is anchored 
by “increased work”, actions and deeds.

“We have reduced talking and increased work, 
transformed knowledge into actions and science into 
deeds. Many ask me about the secret of the success of 
Dubai and the UAE, I tell them there are no secrets, and 
we have no extra knowledge or a scientific conclusion no 
one has acquired before,” HH Sheikh Mohammed said.  

The UAE’s attention to how development can benefit the 
future generation also takes effect on the competitiveness 
and stability of the country, HH Sheikh Mohammed added.  

“All we have done is that we have transformed our 
knowledge into actions until success became our culture.”

In the celebration of the World Humanitarian Day, the 
Vice President called on the UAE residents to emulate the 
compassionate life of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, the UAE’s founding father.

“Humanitarianism is a deeply rooted part of our Emirati 
identity and values. Sheikh Zayed led the UAE with 

Vice President, Crown Prince discuss local and regional issues

Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, discussed regional developments that affects national 
interests of UAE society.

During the meeting, Their Highnesses discussed the importance 
of maintaining peace in the region. It was attended by Lt General 
HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of the Interior, HH Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed, National Security 
Adviser, HE Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Bowardi, Minister of State 
for Defence Affairs, HE Dr Sultan Al Jaber, Minister of State, and 
HE Khaldoon Al Mubarak, Chairman of the Executive Affairs 
Authority.

HE Mohammed Al Mazrouei, Undersecretary of the Crown 
Prince’s Court of Abu Dhabi, and HE Khalifa Saeed Suleiman, 
Director-General of the Department of Protocol and Hospitality in 
Dubai, and a number of officials also attended the meeting.

Moreover, on the occasion of International Youth Day, the Vice 
President and the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince sent a personal SMS 
to the Emirati youth.

The message reads, “On International Youth Day, youth is the 
foundation of every nation. Build on that foundation, reach new 
heights. Make your nation proud”.

This year’s International Youth Day, an event celebrated every 
12th of August across the globe, is dedicated to celebrating young 
people’s contributions to conflict prevention and transformation as 
well as inclusion, social justice, and sustainable peace.

benevolence and we will continue to be a country that 
supports and leads international humanitarian efforts,” HH 
Sheikh Mohammed said. 
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Crown Prince condemns attacks in Spain
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
has condemned the attacks in Spain.

In a series of tweets, HH Sheikh 
Mohamed urged the world to stand 
united against terror and its supporters.

“My sincere condolences to Spain’s 
people & leadership who have endured 
this cowardly act of terrorism. I wish the 
injured a fast recovery,” His Highness 
said. ““The international community must 
stand united against terrorism and its 
supporters in every way possible.”

Barcelona saw 14 people dead 
following an attack by suspected militants 
who drove a van into crowds in Barcelona.

The death toll could rise, with more 
than 100 injured, authorities said.

The injured and dead came from 
24 different countries, the Catalan 
government said in a statement — 
ranging from France and Germany to 
Pakistan and the Philippines.

Mohamed bin Zayed vows to extend UAE’s arms to ‘all colors and creeds’

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, has reiterated the 
country’s role in upholding humanitarian values amongst 

people within and beyond the UAE borders.
During the celebration of the World Humanitarian Day, the 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince expressed that the current leadership 
has continued the country’s humanitarian work since the 
founding of the UAE.

“I’m proud of the humanitarian efforts of the UAE’s people 
and their tireless work which drew millions of smiles on the 
faces of the needy,” HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said in 
a Twitter post.

He added that UAE’s humanitarian efforts also extend to all 
people in need across the globe by giving them “a ray of hope”.

“UAE is an oasis of giving that will keep extending its hands 
to needy people of all colors and creeds. Spreading is our 
mission,” HH Sheikh Mohamed said.

The UAE consistently takes part in efforts to better the 
condition of people in many crisis-stricken countries.

Data from the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation showed that the UAE has given 
Dh4.5 billion humanitarian assistance to various projects 
across the globe from 2015 to the first half of 2017.

Emergency multi-sector aid and emergency food aid 
comprise the largest share of UAE’s financial aid, amounting 
to Dh2.2 billion and Dh1.1 billion allocations, respectively.
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Interior Minister praises Adnoc staff for dousing fire at petrol station

Saif bin Zayed briefed on MOI’s new ISO management certification

His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, posted a 
video of a fire being controlled by staff at 
a petrol station on his Instagram account. 

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed praised 

His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior, 
was briefed on the Certified Asset 
Management System, “ISO 55001” 
certificate, obtained by the Ministry of 
Interior through its General Directorate 
for Finance and Services.

The Interior Minister received the 
certificate from Major General Salim 
Ali Al Shamsi, Acting Assistant Under-
Secretary for Resources and Support 
Services, who was accompanied 
by the team that helped to earn the 
international certificate.

According to Asset Management 
Standards, ISO 55001 specifies 

requirements for an integrated and 
effective management system for asset 
management.

Major General Al Shamsi said this 
achievement was accomplished through 
the concerted efforts of all the officials 
and staff of the General Directorate 
for Finance and Services, as per the 
directives of HH  Lt General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed to develop efficient work 
procedures.

He added that obtaining the 
certificate is ascribable to the support 
and directives of the police leadership, 
which reflects the MoI’s strategy 
to implement the best international 
practices, as well as its pursuit to 

the Adnoc staff members for the quick 
response to the fire. The fire was put 
out within 10 seconds. His Highness 
praised the UAE leadership, and said: 
“Adnoc managed successfully to control 
the fire in 10 seconds that proves 

provide high-quality services to the 
public.

“Being awarded with this certificate 
add another feather in the Ministry of 
Interior’s cap, in terms of excellence, 
and sustainable management of 
public funds according to its strategic 
direction,” Al Shamsi said, while 
expressing his appreciation to the 
officials and employees of the General 
Directorate for Finance and Services.

In attendance during the briefing 
were Brigadier Mohammed Humaid bin 
Dalmuj Al Dhahiri, Secretary-General of 
the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, and several 
director-generals at the MoI.

the implementation of the best safety 
measures and standards…This is a guide 
to applying the best safety standards. 
Thank you, Brother Sultan Al Jaber.”

HE Dr Sultan Bin Ahmad Sultan Al 
Jaber is the Minister of State and CEO of 
the Adnoc Group.

Adnoc posted on its Twitter account, 
“Our management and Civil Defence 
representatives recognise the service 
station staff for their courage and instant 
readiness.”

CCTV footage showed a supercar 
waiting at the petrol station to fill fuel. But 
within seconds, it caught fire. 

The staff without wasting time grabbed 
fire extinguishers and started spraying, 
dousing the blaze in the process.  The 
prompt reaction of the staff has been 
lauded. Adnoc service station staff recognised by Civil Defence representatives for their courage & incident readiness
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Ajman’s Security Zone Committee praised for excellence in firefighting mechanisms

Ministry of Interior hats off to Al Bloushi, UAE martyr

A delegation from the Ministry of Interior, headed by 
Lieutenant General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary 
at the Ministry of Interior, and including several high-ranked 
ministry officers, offered condolences to the family of Ahmad 
Khalifa Al Bloushi, one of the courageous members of the 
UAE armed forces who was martyred during Operation 
Restoring Hope in Yemen. The military operation is being 
carried out by the Arab Allied Forces, led by the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.

The delegation included Major General Salim Ali Al 

Shamsi, Acting Assistant Undersecretary at the MoI for 
Resources and Support Services; Major General Mohammed 
Saeed Al Marri, Assistant Commander-in-Chief of Dubai 
Police for Community Service and Equipment; and other 
officers.

The delegation met the family of the martyr Al Bloushi in the 
Al Tawyya neighbourhood in Al Ain City, and conveyed to 
them their deepest condolences. They called upon Allah to 
show mercy to the martyr and give patience and solace to his 
family.

MAjor General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-
Chief of Ajman Police, presided over 
a meeting of the Committee of Higher 
Leadership for the Security Zone in 
Ajman. 

The meeting was held in the Ajman 
Police General Headquarters, in the 
presence of Brigadier Rashid Jassim 
Miglad Al Shamsi, Deputy Director 
General of Civil Defence in Ajman; 
Brigadier Ali Said Al Matroushi, 
Deputy Director General of Residency 
and Foreigners Affairs in Ajman; 
Brigadier Omar Mohammad Al 
Shamsi, Director General of Resources 
and Support Services; Brigadier 
Mubarak Khlafan Al Razzzi, Director of 
the Punitive and Correctional Institution 
Department; and a number of other 
directors, heads of departments, and 
officers in Ajman Police. 

Al Nuaimi welcomed the attendees 
at the meeting and thanked them 
for their efforts to enhance safety 

and security in Ajman. He urged the 
attendees to strengthen cooperation 
amongst institutions and departments to 
achieve even better public service.

Discussions took place on the 
achievements made by the Security 
Zone on indicators of excellence, 
and developments in firefighting 
mechanisms.

Al Nuaimi thanked the committee 
members and urged them to 
double their efforts for upgrading 
security work, and to always be 
ready to meet expectations on 
the efficiency levels of security 
authorities. He wished them good 
luck in achieving their assigned 
missions.  
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Al Marzouqi stresses on faster response to accidents

Al Shamsi emphasises importance of honing skills of new police members

MAjor General Jassim Mohammed 
Al Marzouqi, Commander of Civil 
Defence at the Ministry of Interior, 
reviewed the General Directorate of 
Civil Defence in Sharjah, and a number 
of centres under that directorate.

The field visit included the centres 
of the Port, Al Hamriyah, and the 
civil defence Point at Sahara Centre, 
to check their preparedness, and to 
gauge the time taken by these centres 
to respond to emergencies. The visit 
also included a number of specialised 
centres in the field of fire safety and 
fire-fighting training. 

During the visit, Al Marzouqi 
reviewed the readiness of the 
equipment and vehicles used to 
respond to accidents. He also 
revised the operational plans of these 
centres in case of an emergency, and 
their mechanism for implementing 

BrigAdier Saif Al Zarri Al Shamsi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, 
attended the graduation ceremony 
of the 30th Summer Round for Police 
Friends, in the presence of Brigadier 
Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer, Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, 
directors general and department 
heads, and family members of the 
graduates.

work strategies, including regular 
inspection campaigns for buildings and 
institutions. These campaigns are meant 
to verify the buildings’ and institutions’ 
compliance with safety norms, their 
evacuation plans, and how they deal 
with sources of danger before, during, 
and after an accident.

The civil defence chief spoke 
of the necessity of adhering to 
SOPs, meaning standard operating 
procedures that collectively serve as a 
sort of emergency response manual. 
There is a revised set of SOPs for 
civil defence centres, with the aim of 
unifying the administrative processes 
and the procedures implemented by 
these centres. 

Al Marzouqi emphasised on the 
necessity for dedication to duty 
amongst the officers and staff at these 
centres “Our job is to identify and 

predict dangers, as well as to classify 
them in terms of risk levels. This aims 
to elevate the degree of our prevention 
and safety measures. Likewise, human 
capital and know-how must be on par 
with best global practices in handling 
accidents and fire-fighting,” said Al 
Marzouqi. 

He praised the vigilance and 
efficiency of the Sharjah civil defence 
squads, and called upon them to keep 
training harder, improve preparedness, 
and reduce the response time in an 
emergency.

He was accompanied on this 
field visit by Colonel Hamad Said 
Al Riami, Director of the Firefighting 
& Rescue Affairs Directorate in the 
General Command of Civil Defence, 
and First Lieutenant Yahia Abdulla Al 
Kandari, Manager of the Office of the 
Commander of Civil Defence.

Al Shamsi expressed his happiness 
over the skills displayed by the 
graduates, reflecting the success of the 
Round, and the success of its organisers 
in training and preparing them. 

Al Shamsi conveyed his thanks 
and appreciation to all those who 
contributed to the success of the Round, 
including the supervisors, organisers, 
sponsors, and supporting parties. 

He also spoke of the Sharjah Police 
force’s keenness to engage young 
people and aid their development, 
and added that this intention was 
based on the belief that the human 
element was the most valuable 
resource of the country. This was the 
element, he said, that would build the 
nation’s present and future, and protect 
its gains.
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Al Rumaithi, Al Sharifi laud announcement of ‘Year of Zayed’ 2018
MAjor General Mohammed Khalfan Al 
Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 
Dhabi Police, lauded the directive of 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan to make 2018 
the ‘Year of Zayed’. 

The directive is meant to celebrate the 
birth centenary of the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, founder of the 
UAE. The year will also highlight Sheikh 
Zayed’s role in establishing and building 
the country, as well as his political 
and humanitarian achievements at the 
regional and global levels.

Al Rumaithi added that, “The 
enormous achievements made by the 
late Sheikh Zayed brought the UAE 
to the forefront of the world stage 
in all fields, and the legacy of his 
accomplishments has kept his memory 
forever alive. He instilled in us the values 
of goodness, giving and affection at all 
levels,” said Al Rumaithi, adding that 
this ‘Year of Zayed’ initiative, meant 
to celebrate the great leader’s legacy 
of affection, loyalty, and wisdom, had 
been welcomed by all citizens and 
residents. 

Al Rumaithi praised the UAE’s 
governance under Sheikh Khalifa, which 
was based on the vision of Sheikh 
Zayed and had the same approach 
of encouraging goodness and giving, 
and pursued the same goal—that of 

making the UAE best in all major areas. 
Sheikh Zayed’s thoughts and vision had 
helped the UAE rank amongst the best 
on various competitiveness indices, said 
Al Rumaithi, adding that the founder 
president’s primary focus was on 
developing the people of the Emirates, 
as people were considered the nation’s 
wealth. He also highlighted that Sheikh 
Zayed had established a country of 
which both citizens and expats were 
proud.

Also commenting on the ‘Year of 
Zayed’ initiative, Major General 
Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, Director General 
of Abu Dhabi Police, said that the 
announcement represented a landmark 
in the history of the UAE. He added that 
Sheikh Zayed had established a modern 
country that respected the values of 

Al Mu’alla underscores role of ‘Violators Follow-up 
Department’ to weed out workers’ negative practices

Ras Al Khaimah Police to benchmark 
best global practices on traffic

colonel Ibrahim bin Abdullah Al Mu’alla, Director 
General of Residency and Foreigners Affairs at Umm Al 
Quwain Police, attended the graduation ceremony for 
the ‘Follow-up of Violators’ training course. 

The course was held for 13 staff members and non-
commissioned officers from different police general 
headquarters across the country.  

Colonel Al Mu’alla underscored the role of the 
Violators and Foreigners Follow-up Department, 
which conducts campaigns to crack down on places 
that provide lodgings to violating workers; it expels 
the workers and deports them from the country. This 
department roots out negative practices by workers, such 
as working for people other than their own sponsors. 

BrigAdier Adel Ali Al Gheis, Acting Director of the 
Vehicles and Drivers Licensing Department at Ras Al 
Khaimah Police, conducted inspection visits to the 
Comprehensive Technical Check Centres for Light and 
Heavy Vehicles. 

The inspection was carried out to ensure that clients at 
these two centres were provided with the best administrative 
and technical services, according to the highest criteria of 
quality, efficiency and transparency. 

Al Gheis reviewed the work processes and services 
offered to the public at these two centres. He stressed on 
the necessity of implementing the strategy pursued by the 
Ministry of Interior, which focuses upon the continuous 
upgrading of police performance at all levels.

forgiveness, justice, and peaceful co-
existence, and strived to help people 
in need, wherever they may be. The 
country’s humanitarian projects, said Al 
Sharifi, had served millions of people, 
which made its image shine. 

Al Sharifi stated that, “We remember 
on this occasion, the demonstration 
of nation-building whose foundation 
and main pillars were put in place 
by the late Sheikh Zayed. And the 
same approach has been followed by 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.” He concluded 
by saying that, “The praise earned by 
the UAE amongst all nations for its great 
achievements could be considered an 
ovation for Sheikh Zayed, as he was the 
one who made all this possible. He was 
indeed a father before being a leader.”  

news

Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al rumaithi Major General Maktoum Ali Al sharifi
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Al Marri commends Al Za’abi for building bridges of communication
MAjor General Abdullah Khalifa 
Al Marri, Commander-in Chief of 
Dubai Police, met Jassem Mohammed 
Al Za’abi, Director General of the 
General Authority for the Security of 
Ports, Borders and Free Zones, and his 
accompanying delegation.

During the meeting, Al Marri 
presented a commemorative shield to 

Fujairah Police honours staff, public members for solidifying security measures
tHe Fujairah Police General Headquarters held a 
celebration to honour a number of distinguished staff 
members. 

Major General Mohammed Ahmed bin Ghanim Al 
Ka’abi, Commander-in-Chief of Fujairah Police, honoured 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, staff, and members 
of the public who cooperate with the security establishment.

This honouring ceremony took place in the presence 
of Brigadier Mohammed bin Nay’ie Al Tunaiji, Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of Fujairah Police; Brigadier Humid 
Mohammad Humaid Al Yamahi, Director General of Police 
Operations at Fujairah Police; other directors and heads of 
departments. 

Al Ka’abi praised the outstanding staff and their work, 
especially their dedication to their assigned missions, and 
their contribution to developing policing processes. He 
stressed that honouring exceptional staff members was an 
implementation of the directives of the police leadership 
and the strategy pursued by the Ministry of Interior. The 
ministry, he said, gave the greatest importance to building 
human resources, considering this to be the primary axis of 
sustainable development.

Colonel Dr Sulaiman Said Al Murshedi, Director General 
of Resources and Support Services at Fujairah Police, said 
that this honouring was part of a mechanism to reward and 
encourage growth and creativity at work. 

Al Za’abi. The Commander-in Chief 
of Dubai Police emphasised on the 
intention of the Dubai Police General 
Headquarters to build bridges of 
communication with all other authorities 
and institutions, public or private, and 
said that such efforts led to greater 
service to the country.

The meeting also saw discussions 

on security coordination and the 
latest developments in the work areas 
common to both parties. 

After the meeting, the delegation of 
the General Authority for the Security of 
Ports, Borders and Free Zones visited 
different parts of the Dubai Police 
General Headquarters, and reviewed the 
innovative activities taking place there. 



We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 46th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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fActs & fiGures

The weight and the monetary value, respectively, of the total 

marijuana and Captagon pills seized by UAE authorities in 

the first six months of this year from four major operations 

of international drug-smuggling syndicates. Abu Dhabi and 

Sharjah Police’s anti-drug departments received a tip off and 

carried out these operations.

158kg and 2.7mn

The number of injured children in car crashes as a result of 

not using child car seats exceeded to more than 100, as per 

the Ministry of Interior. Nine of these cases claimed the lives 

of nine children in the first half of 2017. This can be completely 

avoided if everyone, including children, are strapped up inside 

a vehicle while on the road.

100

The amount of penalties imposed by the new traffic law 

introduced on July for truck drivers who (1) endanger life 

or damage property; (2) jump the red light (3) cause other 

vehicles to overturn on the road. All of which comes with

one-year suspension of their driver’s licence.

dh3,000

12
The number of suspects linked to the illicit drug trade in 

the region and beyond nabbed by UAE police forces, in 

cooperation with Saudi Arabia and Omani governments, in a 

series of sting operations in the first six months of this year.

10 mins
The entire time it will take to process entry permits and 

residency visas of UAE nationals and residents through 

the Ministry of Interior’s new smart services system, called 

“E-Channels”, that aims to eliminate the need for applicants to 

visit service centres in person.

“Response time always matters to us, because for 
every single minute that ticks away, life and 
property are at stake. To continue meeting our 
expectations on the efficiency levels of security 
authorities, we must gear towards strengthening 
cooperation amongst institutions and departments 
to achieve even better public service.” 

Major General Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-
Chief of Ajman Police, presiding over a meeting of the Committee of 
Higher Leadership for the Security Zone in Ajman.

“Our job is to identify and predict dangers, as well 
as to classify them in terms of risk levels. This aims 
to elevate the degree of our prevention and safety 
measures. Likewise, human capital and know-how 
must be on par with best global practices in 
handling accidents and fire-fighting.”

Major General Jassim Mohammed Al Marzouqi, Commander of Civil 
Defence at the Ministry of Interior, on intensifying the civil defence’s 
preparedness and response mechanisms to emergencies.

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 46th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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news

UAE nEws bUllEtin
police news, people, nuMbers And events

A fire broke out in a warehouse in the Al Jurf 
Industrial Area, but there were no injuries as there 
were few people around. Ajman Civil Defence was 
alerted at 2.42pm, and firefighters arrived within 
minutes, quickly dousing the blaze. A civil defence 
official asked the public to report fires or 
emergencies by calling 997.

Dh400,000
AbU DHAbi

AJMAn

Four Africans were arrested on suspicion of being behind the 
robbery of Dh400,000 from a van transferring cash from a money 
exchange office in Al Ain. Investigations indicated that they had 
stolen the cash after attacking the security guards in the vehicle. 
A bag containing the money was recovered. Police said that the 
suspects knew when the money would be transferred and timed 
their attack accordingly.

2.42pm

A salesman who worked at an electronics store was 
sentenced to jail for a year for stealing 22 mobile 
phones. He smuggled them out by tying them to his 
leg under his trousers. He was caught after two 
vendors – on different occasions – saw the salesman, 
an African, stealing a small piece of electronic 
equipment before walking out of the store. The 
vendors informed the store owner and CCTV footage 
was then examined, revealing the previous mobile 
phone thefts.

22
DUbAi

An Asian driver was referred to traffic prosecution 
for a record number of 132 violations, resulting in 
fines totalling Dh1,193,840. A mobile traffic patrols 
unit arrested the driver – at that time, the violations 
registered against the licence plate of his vehicle 
amounted to Dh214,730, and violations registered 
on his driver’s licence reached Dh879,110. The 
majority of the violations were to do with using the 
vehicle for illegal passenger services

Dh1.2 million
sHArJAH
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FUJAirAH

The intense heat of peak summer had caused seven 
cars in the emirate to burst into flames. One such 
incident came in the first week of August, when a saloon 
car parked on Etihad Road in the Hadath area suddenly 
caught fire. It happened at 10.30am, when all nearby 
shops were opening or had just opened. Firefighters, 
ambulances, and rescue teams all rushed to the area, 
evacuated people, and cordoned off the place. The fire 
was put out before it could touch any of the shops. 

Fujairah Police monitored 
a three-fold decrease 
(67%) in the number of 
violations of using parking 
lots exclusively allotted for 
persons-with-disabilities 
(PDWs) throughout the 
emirate within the first six 
months of 2017. It has 
recorded 100 violations 
compared to the same 
period last year, which 
had 300 violations.

The Ras Al Khaimah Municipality has warned 87 food 
outlets for flouting rules. These were amongst 1,329 food 
and health outlets and companies inspected. A Public 
Health Department official said that staff inspectors carried 
out 385 inspection campaigns, destroying food and 
cosmetic items unfit for consumption.

rAs Al kHAiMAH

87

Dh3
UMM Al QUwAin

67%



Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All cover storY

16 999 SeCurity AnD SAfety for All SEPTEMBER 2017



Security And Safety For All

UAE visAs

The UAe hAs rolled oUT iTs new visA ApplicATion sysTem, which is 
expecTed To expediTe residency processing wiThin 10 minUTes – And 

This geTs done in The comforT of yoUr home

By ABdul BAsit

Security And Safety For All

minUtEs
1in

O
ne of the signs of a truly 

advanced nation is the 

speed and ease with 

which it facilitates routine 

paperwork and security checks. Smart 

services in the UAE have been making 

things easier and easier – for instance, 

the eye scan at airports now gets 

done at the immigration officer’s desk, 

eliminating the need for a separate 

queue; and several vehicle ownership-

related services have been automated, 

saving time and energy for both 

customers and the administration. 

And now, believe it or not, UAE 

nationals and residents can apply for 

entry permits and residency visas from 

the comfort of their homes – and the 

entire process will take only 10 minutes. 

This is a very significant initiative, which 

was launched by the UAE Ministry of 

Interior (MoI) on August 2, 2017.

The new system has been initiated 

under the slogan ‘Smart Services with 

Future Vision’ and will “guarantee speed 

and accuracy” in the visa and residence 

permit issuing process. It will also 

eliminate the need for applicants to visit 

service centres in person.

The UAE has always been at the 

forefront of adopting best practices and 

systems; it was a pioneer in the region 

to initiate the transition to e-government 

and smart government. The country 

offers an exceptional quality of life and an 

unmatched business environment. “The 

UAE has the 7th highest net immigration 

rate in the world at 12.36,” according to 

United Nations estimates in 2016.

17999 SeCurity AnD SAfety for AllSEPTEMBER 2017
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Fantastic development  
Residents welcome the MoI’s smart 

initiative and say that this is a fantastic 

development in line with the country’s 

vision to adopt the latest technological 

advancements and innovations that are 

changing the world.

The Ministry has partnered with Tahaluf 

Al Emarat Technical Solutions to develop 

the system, which will enable companies 

and individuals, including UAE and GCC 

nationals and residents, to easily apply for 

nationality and residency services online.

The new service, called ‘E-Channels’, 

is being undertaken by the General 

Directorate of Residency and Foreigners 

Affairs and covers visa and residency 

services.

Speaking to 999, Mohamed Youssef, 

Senior Consultant – Tourism Affairs, 

Sharjah Commerce and Tourism 

Development Authority, said that 

E-Channels would help increase tourist 

arrivals in the UAE. To avail the service, 

one needs to register at the E-Channels 

website and opt for the required service.

Youssef added, “The new system will 

help in achieving the UAE Vision 2021. It 

will also aid in attaining the ‘Smart City’ 

initiative. The UAE has already achieved 

top ranking within GCC countries and 

acknowledge globally for innovation.”

The new system will also include “new 

features that are not available in any other 

country”, such as its ability to automatically 

read official documents electronically; use 

fingerprint and face recognition technology 

to identify people; and process routine 

requests, such as auditing, accounting, 

governance and quality control.

The new system will 
help in achieving the 
UAE Vision 2021. It will 
also aid in 
attaining 
the 
‘Smart 
City’ 
initiative

MohAMEd YoUSSEf
Tourism Affairs, Sharjah Commerce and Tourism 

Development Authority, Senior Consultant 

Better for travel and business
Anthony Peter, a Dubai-based Indian 

national, commented, “The digitalisation 

initiatives will help in making the process 

quicker, bring in more visitors, and make 

the country more business-friendly.”

The system is expected to provide 

clear and simple instructions, with the visa 

processes estimated to be completed 

within 10 minutes.

cover storY
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The E-Channels initiative aims to 

reduce the need for customers to visit 

government centres by 80 per cent by 

2018, said Colonel Mansour Ahmed Al 

Dhaheri, Director General of the Residency 

and Foreigners Affairs Directorate in Abu 

Dhabi. He added that the new system 

aimed to enhance services at all centres 

and achieve the UAE Vision 2021. This 

portal is a single-window platform for a 

user to connect with all the government 

entities involved in providing residency 

and visa services.

Rizwan Sajan, Chairman, Danube 

Group, a Dubai-based company that 

deals with building materials and home 

solutions, said, “The smart initiative of the 

For UAE nationals, it allows them to apply for their ‘sponsored individuals’ services

For UAE residents, it allows them to apply, renew or cancel visas

For GCC nationals, it allows them to apply for their ‘sponsored individuals’ services

For GCC residents, it allows them to apply for new visa permit

For visitors in the UAE, it allows them to apply for new visa permit

Individual services offered by the new system

UAE Ministry of Interior is a great step. 

Processing of entry permits and residency 

visas within 10 minutes from the comfort 

of one’s home is unbelievable, but that’s 

the beauty of this country, which makes 

everything possible. This quick visa 

processing will save cost and time.”

Sajan added, “The great leaders of this 

country always think about facilitating the 

work of residents as well as nationals. The 

country offers exceptional quality of life to all 

without any discrimination. Indeed, it’s a very 

welcome step, and it will further enhance the 

country’s image as a tourist-friendly nation.”

Increased productivity
Under the system, UAE nationals can 

sponsor individuals; GCC citizens can 

apply for new visa permits; and UAE 

residents can apply for new visas, and 

renew or cancel existing visas. They can 

undertake the process on their own or 

approach typing centres to get it done on 

their behalf. A payment gateway is linked 

to the platform.

The E-Channels system 
aims to reduce the need 
for customers to visit 
government centres by 
80 per 
cent by 
2018

ColonEl MAnSoUr AhMEd 
Al dhAhErI

Director General of Residency and 

Foreigners Affairs, Abu Dhabi
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Iftikhar Hamdani, Cluster General 

Manager, Ramada Hotel and Suites 

Ajman, Ramada Beach Hotel Ajman and 

Wyndham Garden Ajman Corniche, said, 

“The new smart initiative by the UAE 

Ministry of Interior provides significant 

advantage for a growing organisation 

like us, as it will help streamline the 

process and save our human resources 

department’s time and money. The UAE is 

indeed the nation of the future – it keeps 

on coming up with smart and convenient 

schemes for business and individuals to 

increase efficiency and productivity.”

Laurent A. Voivenel, Senior Vice-

President, Operations & Development, for 

the Middle East, Africa & India, Swiss-

Belhotel International, said, “The UAE 

This amazing 
development is in line 
with the country’s 
vision to adopt the 
latest technological 
advancements and 
innovations 
that are 
changing 
the world

lAUrEnT A. VoIVEnEl 
Operations & Development for the ME, 

Africa & India, Swiss-Belhotel International

Senior Vice-President

• The Ministry of Interior said that a transaction should not 

take longer than 10 minutes, depending on the speed of data 

entry by the applicant.

• Under the new system, people don’t need to physically 

visit different visa centres in the country. Instead, they can 

register at https://echannels.moi.gov.ae and select the 

services required.

• Individuals will need an e-mail ID and password to log into 

the system

• In partnership with Emirates Technology Solutions, the 

Ministry has worked on the development of the e-services 

system that allows typing centres, companies and individuals 

(citizens, residents and GCC nationals) to apply for residency 

and naturalisation services with ease.

• Companies can submit applications without having to visit the 

General Directorate of Residency and Foreigners Affairs centres.

E-Channels at a glance
• Emiratis can apply to sponsor individuals, residents can 

apply for new visas, or renew or cancel visas.

• An automated payment facility, attached with the system 

through the payment gateway Amwal, is linked to the external 

partners of the Ministry that provide the services.

• The new system will help with financial transparency 

and facilitate payments via IBAN (international bank account 

number) details.

• Residents can also get back their security deposit and 

transaction fees through the same channel without furnishing 

extra documents. Even fines can be paid through the same 

system.

• The Ministry will link customers, partners and typing 

centres to streamline the implementation of the new system 

and train employees and supervisors providing user guides at 

customer service centres.

Ministry of Interior’s announcement to 

launch ‘E-Channels’ is a very welcome 

step. Adoption of the smart system will 

make the complete process of visa 

applications extremely convenient, 

efficient, accurate, and fast. This amazing 

development is in line with the country’s 

vision to adopt the latest technological 

advancements and innovations that are 

changing the world. It will prove extremely 

beneficial for all sectors of the economy, 

especially service-oriented industries 

such as hospitality and tourism, which 

are heavily reliant on the immigrant 

workforce.”

Ghassan Aridi, Chief Executive Officer, 

Alpha Destination Management, said, “It’s 

a great vision and it will allow easy access 

to the UAE. This is another step on the 

way to becoming a smart country.”

Saad Elsayed, a Dubai-based 

communications specialist, believes that 

this measure would take the UAE to the top 

of a global index. “The UAE was amongst 

the top three connected countries globally, 

and the new step of finishing the visa 

cover storY
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How to register in ‘e-cHannels’ 
Here’s an easy guide to sign up with online smart system called E-channels:

1. Simply click the link: https://echannels.moi.gov.ae/echannels/web/client/default.html#/login.

2. To register on the services portal, scroll down and click on “Individual Registration” icon.

3. Input your email address and click continue.

4. Input the details of your Emirates ID and verify it by providing the registered mobile number or personal information. 

5. Provide the one-time password sent through your mobile phone. 

6. Fill out all the necessary details in the verification panel. 

7. You will see a message saying, “Thank you for registering! Now you can use the smart services of MOI.” 

process in 10 minutes may push the country 

to the first rank,” he said. “It will help to 

double or triple the number of visitors and 

tourists. This is what a country needs to 

make its residents, visitors, and tourists 

more than happy.”

Besides boosting productivity, the 

E-Channels portal is a significant image 

enhancer. Faisal Siddiqui, Sharjah-based 

media professional, said, “The latest smart 

initiative by the MoI to provide quick and 

hassle-free visa services will go a long 

way in enhancing the country’s image 

as a tourist-friendly nation. It also further 

solidifies the fact that the UAE’s visionary 

leadership leaves no stone unturned to 

provide world-class facilities to its citizens 

and residents.”
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The year 2018 marks The 100Th anniversary of The birTh of The 
laTe sheikh Zayed bin sulTan al nahyan, The leader who effecTively 
creaTed The emiraTes. This is The perfecT occasion To visiT sheikh 
Zayed’s palace in al ain and learn more abouT his philosophy and 

iniTiaTives

Security And Safety For All

By diPAli GuHA  

T
he year 2018, just months away 

now, has been declared the ‘Year 

of Zayed’, in order to mark the 

100th birth anniversary of the founding 

father of the United Arab Emirates. 

The whole year will celebrate the life and 

times of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 

Al Nahyan, the ways in which he created a 

shining new country out of the desert, and 

his foresight and wisdom that continue to 

guide this nation. The year will also highlight 

his role in regional and international 

achievements.

The announcement was made by 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan on a significant date, 

August 6, which is when Sheikh Zayed took 

over the rule of Abu Dhabi in 1966.

For the many residents of the UAE, this 

is a great occasion to learn more about 

the man who shaped the Emirates. A good 

place where to start is Sheikh Zayed’s 

palace in Al Ain, now a museum. 

Location
The palace, built in 1937, which would be 

when Sheikh Zayed was about 19 years old, 

All imAges used in this feAture Are provided by Abu dhAbi tourism & Culture Authority

stands on the western edge of Al Ain Oasis. 

It was converted into a museum in 1998 and 

opened to the public in 2001. The structure 

has a private residence for the ruler and his 

family and several courtyards.

Architecture
The Al Ain Palace has typical desert 

architecture, with ventilation structures 

designed for cooling in the summer months. 

The building materials used are sustainable 

and locally sourced – they include clay, 

adobe, plaster stones, and palm tree parts. 

Later, teak was used for some parts of the 

buildings.

Sections
The palace’s internal gate is decorated 

with verses from the Holy Qur’an. This gate 

leads to the private rooms that were for 

guests and official delegations (when the 

ruler lived here). Above the main entrance is 

an upper majlis (group seating area), named 

Al Barzah, which received important guests. 

There is a coffee room, for the preparation 

of the famed Arabic coffee, to be served to 

guests and palace residents. Al Ain palace Museum exterior

land rover model similar to what the late Sheikh Zayed used during his reignprivate bedroom in Al Ain palace Museum
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Abu DhAbi Spotlight

DiSplAy of AnCient pottery AnD ArtefACtS At Al Ain pAlACe 
MuSeuM

the life of Sheikh ZAyeD

For the ruler and his wife, there were two 

floors. The ground floor was for women, 

hosted by Her Highness Sheikha Fatima 

bint Mubarak Al Ketbi, Mother of the UAE. 

The upper floor was for the family’s own 

use.

A study room inside the palace, for Sheikh 

Zayed’s sons, still has the original furniture 

and black board. Another room was for the 

study of the Qur’an and Hadith (the teaching 

and sayings of Prophet Muhammad).

Renovation 
When the palace was turned into a 

museum, two buildings were added to the 

complex. One of them displays gifts given 

to the museum from the local community; 

another has a family tree of the Al Nahyan 

family. The new buildings blend with the 

older parts of the palace complex, as the 

architectural styles are similar

Special feature
An object of great interest in the Al Ain 

Palace is the tent in which Sheikh Zayed 

hosted guests in winter. The tent not 

only simulates the old way of life, but is 

also a reminder of how this great leader 

remained rooted in his traditions even as he 

envisioned the future.
the MAjliS (AlbArZAh) where Sheikh ZAyeD 
reCieveD hiS gueStS in Al Ain pAlACe MuSeuM
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The Year of Zayed is a great national 
occasion when we will proudly share 

memories of the life of the Founding 
Father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 

Al Nahyan, and his gift to us of 
deeply rooted values, principles 
and traditions that have become 
part of our Emirati identity

President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan

1918: Sheikh Zayed was born, as the youngest of the four sons 

of His Highness Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler of 

Abu Dhabi from 1922 to 1926

1920s-30s: Sheikh Zayed travelled across the deserts, living 

alongside Bedouin tribesmen to learn about their way of life and 

connection with their surroundings.

1946: Sheikh Zayed was chosen as Ruler’s Representative in 

Abu Dhabi’s Eastern Region, centred on Al Ain, 160km east of 

Abu Dhabi.

1940s-50s: Despite a lack of significant government 

revenue, Sheikh Zayed was successful in advancing Al Ain. He 

established a basic administration system, personally funded 

the first modern school, and encouraged relatives and friends to 

contribute towards small-scale development.

1962: The first cargo of crude oil was exported from Abu 

Dhabi

1966: On August 6, Sheikh Zayed succeeded his elder brother 

as Ruler of Abu Dhabi.
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When President His Highness Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan declared 2018 

the ‘Year of Zayed’, he urged people to 

uphold the values instilled in UAE society 

by the late Sheikh Zayed. These values 

are: wisdom, respect, determination, loyalty, 

a sense of belonging to the nation, and a 

willingness to make sacrifices.

HH Sheikh Khalifa also called for making 

2018 a year of achievements, initiatives, 

events, and programmes reflecting the 

great personality of Sheikh Zayed.

To achieve these goals, HH Sheikh 

1968: The British announced their withdrawal from the Arabian 

Gulf, and Sheikh Zayed stepped in to quickly establish closer ties 

with all other emirates.

1971: Seven emirates followed Sheikh Zayed in establishing the 

UAE, which formally emerged on the international stage on 2nd 

December 1971.

1960s-70s: With oil revenues growing, Sheikh Zayed undertook 

a massive construction programme, building schools, housing, 

hospitals, and roads.

2002: Sheikh Zayed said in an interview: “Muslims stand against 

any person of Muslim faith who will try to commit any terror act 

against a fellow human being. A terrorist is an enemy of Islam and 

of humanity, while the true Muslim is friendly to all human beings 

and a brother to other Muslims and non-Muslims alike. This is 

because Islam is a religion of mercy and tolerance.”

2004: Sheikh Zayed passed away, leaving behind a legacy as 

the Father of the Nation. He was succeeded as the President of the 

UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi by his eldest son, His Highness Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Source: Modified from content on http://www.uae-embassy.org
Website of the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates, Washington DC

CelebrAting the yeAr of ZAyeD 
Mohammed bin Rashid, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, has called for a comprehensive 

framework for initiatives to be taken 

within all federal and local institutions. 

The UAE Centennial 2071, said HH Sheikh 

Mohammed, “includes a comprehensive 

government programme with a national 

strategy to enhance the country’s 

reputation and soft power, and ensure that 

there are sustainable and diverse sources 

of government revenues”.

The main aims, said HH Sheikh 

Mohammed, were: an education system 

focused on advanced technology; ethical 

values for future generations; higher 

productivity of the national economy; and 

enhanced community cohesion.

“We celebrate the centennial anniversary 

of the birth of one of the greatest and most 

noble men who dedicated his life for the 

present and future of the nation. We are 

inspired by the Zayed school of leadership 

and management. With the founding 

blocks of the Union State placed by the 

late Sheikh Zayed, from which we are all 

reaping the benefits, 

we will continue on this 

path and look forward with optimism to the 

future,” said HH Sheikh Mohammed.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, 

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 

Forces, said that the ‘Year of Zayed’ was an 

occasion to celebrate the achievements of 

the late founding father and their impact on 

the nation’s future.

“The UAE, under his leadership, has 

been able to rise to the ranks of developed 

nations and achieve great development 

at all levels. The Emirati citizen was the 

most important element of development, 

as Sheikh Zayed’s main objective was 

to invest in building the Emirati person, 

believing in his or her ability to actively 

participate in the building of the nation,” 

said Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed. 

“The best way to celebrate the ‘Year of 

Zayed’ would be by spreading Zayed’s 

glorious human and cultural legacy via 

all the people of the UAE, to continue 

his inspirational and noble values, and 

introduce these ideals to new generations,” 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed said.



We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 46th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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coluMn

P
resident His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

announced on August 6 that the year 2018 would be 

observed as the ‘Year of Zayed’, marking the birth centenary 

of the UAE’s founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan.

Throughout the centennial year, the UAE will highlight the 

accomplishments of a brilliant leader – Sheikh Zayed established a 

country in a geographical area and in a period of history that would 

have daunted even the biggest optimists. And from there, the nation 

has become a symbol of modernity, not only in economic progress 

and infrastructure, but also in human 

resource development.

Some people may wonder: why have 

special centenary celebrations for a 

leader whose memory is ever present in 

our hearts and minds? Why name a year 

to remember his achievements, which 

are right in front of our eyes? These 

questions are asked by people who 

can’t fathom the importance of keeping 

icons immortal. Such people are 

unfortunate, because they haven’t 

experienced the era in which Sheikh 

Zayed was the most important, eminent, 

and the most resilient leader, despite those hard times. 

Countries around the world are proud of their ancient civilisations; 

they still hold on to every detail of these civilisations. These countries 

take pride in the identities and cultures from which their modern 

societies have evolved. Some countries maintain old buildings, as 

these form a part of the national heritage and complete the rich 

fabric of history.

The UAE considers Sheikh Zayed an integral part of its history; 

indeed, he is the foundation of its development and the force behind 

its rise to global eminence.

Through his own ideas and dreams, Sheikh Zayed built a youthful 

some lessons for the 
next hundred years  

Maysa Rashed is a prominent UAE writer 
interested in local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

country. He invested in everything and never missed a humanitarian, 

political, economic, or social cause. Unity was his approach, as he 

unified Abu Dhabi with the tribes around it, announcing the first and 

the strongest union in that period by the name of the United Arab 

Emirates. Years after that, he received Sheikh Jabir Al Ahmad Al 

Subah, Prince of Kuwait, in 1976, and discussed the creation the Gulf 

Cooperation Council. Sheikh Zayed planned and executed this GCC 

project as he felt the need to fill the gap left by the British after they 

moved out of the Arabian Gulf. This idea was lauded and both sides 

devised a cooperative framework to establish this council in Abu 

Dhabi in 1981.

Sheikh Zayed, who was a father figure, had 

dreams that didn’t stop at the unification of the 

neighbouring countries. His dreams 

encompassed other Arab countries and he 

supported their causes.

In the midst of the events that were taking 

place in the region at the time and the internal 

challenges of nation-building, he put in motion 

large development projects. These projects were 

unachievable, believed some people. But under 

Sheikh Zayed, they materialised. What is more, 

they were achieved at a time when the region 

lacked resources and appeared to have a weak 

potential for progress.

The UAE built by Sheikh Zayed was guided by a wise policy that 

respected the sovereign decisions of others. This country’s stand on 

various issues – political, economic, social, or intellectual – remained 

consistent.

Celebrating the birth centenary of Sheikh Zayed is a reminder for 

the current generation of the challenges faced by the country in its 

beginning; a beginning that should be clear in each mind. A 

hundred-year period is more than a history of a leader. It is a life 

approach by which we are inspired and from which we learn lessons 

for the present and future and for hundreds more years to come. 

Observing the birth centenary of Sheikh Zayed throughout 2018 is 
not only a celebration of outstanding past achievements but also 
a way for the UAE to chart a steady course to the future

Some may wonder: 
why have special 
celebrations for 
a leader whose 
memory is ever 
present in our hearts 
and minds?

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 46th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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I
t would have been a beautiful love story between 

a man and his wife from a war-torn country — if the 

husband weren’t accused of something very bad. The 

Abu Dhabi Criminal Court is hearing a case in which a 

man allegedly attached a forged tenancy contract with a 

residence visa application to bring his wife to the UAE. At 

the time, she lived in a war-torn region in the Middle East.

The forged lease contract, bearing a stamp from the 

emirate’s municipality, was submitted to the Abu Dhabi 

General Directorate of Residency and Foreigners Affairs. 

The directorate did not notice the forgery and processed 

the visa. When the wife arrived in the UAE, she underwent 

a fitness test for processing the Emirates ID. The husband went 

back to the immigration office to get his wife’s residency visa 

stamped in the passport. This is when he was caught. 

Denying the forgery charge, the husband told the 

investigators that he had obtained the tenancy contract from 

a man working at a typing centre in the capital after paying 

him Dh3,000. “The man told me that he could get a tenancy 

contract for me and that I can use the document to sponsor 

my wife and obtain the visa. I paid him Dh3,000 for getting me 

the tenancy contract,” he told the court. The judge has ordered 

that the worker of the typing centre be produced in court at 

the next hearing, which is in September.

29999 SeCurity AnD SAfety for AllSEPTEMBER 2017
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There is an increasingly 
common form of fraud 
that involves forging 
signatures on cheques, 
wills, business forms, 
property 
deeds 
and other 
important 
documents

hUdA Al fAlAMArzY
MH Advocates and Legal Consultants

did You Know?
In a report published on July 19, 2017, the consulting 

agency Amicus listed the following numbers for document 

forgery detected by the Dubai General Directorate of 

Residency and Foreigners Affairs — the report said that from 

January 2016 to 2017, a total of 1,158 cases were spotted, of 

which there were 718 cases of fake passports; 417 cases of 

fraudulent identity; and 23 cases of altered passports.

Extra vigilance
As Expo 2020, to be held in Dubai 

between October 2020 and April 2021, 

comes closer, Aqil Ahmad Alnajjar, Director 

of the Document Examination Centre in 

Dubai, said that the country needed to 

guard against law violators who would try 

to take advantage of the huge number of 

tourist arrivals for the Expo. He said, “We 

should be ready for the future because the 

methods of counterfeiting and forgery are 

becoming more advanced.”

In July this year, the Ambassador of India 

in the UAE said that “between January 

and June 2017 alone, we have got 792 

inquiries about employment offers, and 

only 66 turned out to be genuine”. The 

reason these bogus job offers are made 

Forgery of an instrument is a change of 

its genuineness by any of the means stated 

hereinafter, resulting in damage, for the 

purpose of using it as a valid instrument. 

A material forgery is said to be carried 

out when a material change in the 

document is made by the forger that 

can be comprehended by sense such 

as eyes, whether it is addition, deletion 

or modification in the existing original 

document or by creating a new document.

whAt is forGerY? Hassan Elhais, Al Rowaad Advocates 

& Legal Consultants, said, “Forgers 

commonly go after individuals where it is 

particularly difficult for such individuals to 

check or verify the authenticity of forged 

documents. People should first check the 

documents they receive, regardless if 

these are issued by official or non-official 

sources or authorities. The key is to verify 

the documents from the issuing authority 

(such as banks, if it is a bank guarantee 

or manager’s cheque) to ensure that such 

documents are not forged or fabricated.”

is that applicants – these are people who 

had given their CV to placement agencies 

in the UAE, expecting genuine offers – can 

then be asked for money in the guise of 

“processing fee” or “deposits” for various 

paperwork. A candidate can seek the help 

of the Indian Workers Resource Centre in 

the UAE to check the authenticity of an 

offer.

Types of fraud
Forgeries range from faking documents, 

contracts, agreements, cheques, official 

financial statements, education certificates 

and their validation stamps, passports, 

currencies, credit cards and company 

logos. “There is an increasingly common 

form of fraud that involves forging 

signatures on cheques, wills, business 

forms, property deeds and other important 

documents,” says Huda Al Falamarzy, MH 

Advocates and Legal Consultants. 

Because of the huge expat population 

in the UAE, and all the documentation and 

identity checks that come with it, forgery is 

one of the most serious crimes in the UAE. 

Guarding against forgery is also imperative 

for a country that is perhaps the biggest 

financial hub in the Gulf.

“Forgery involves a general danger 

forGerY
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forgers commonly go 
after individuals where it 
is particularly difficult for 
such individuals to check 
or verify the authenticity 
of forged 
documents

hASSAn ElhAIS
Al Rowaad Advocates & Legal Consultants 

forgery involves a 
general danger and 
a special danger. The 
general danger is that the 
community confidence in 
documents 
may be 
reduced

KhAlId Al hAMrAnI
Partner and Head of Financial Crime Practice

Al Tamimi & Company

Elhais reads out the law on forgery:

The following are considered means of 

forgery:

1. Introducing a change into an existing 

instrument by addition, deletion or alteration, 

whether in writing, numbers, marks, or in 

photographs appearing therein.

2. Putting a forged signature or seal, 

or alteration of a true signature, seal, or 

thumb-print.

3. Obtaining, by means of surprise or 

fraud, a signature, seal or thumb-print of a 

person without his knowing the contents 

of the instrument or without validly giving 

consent thereto.

4. Fabricating or counterfeiting an 

instrument and attributing it to a third party.

5. Blank filling of a signed, sealed or 

thumb-printed paper without the consent 

of the person who signed, sealed or 

thumb-printed it.

6. Disguising or substituting the identity 

of a person in an instrument made to 

verify its truth.

7. Alteration of truth in an instrument 

made for verifying its contents.

and a special danger. The general 

danger is that the community confidence 

in documents may be reduced, and 

the private risk is the harm to a person 

who has been fraudulently misled by 

such forged documents,” says Khalid Al 

Hamrani, Partner and Head of Financial 

Crime Practice, Al Tamimi & Company.

Al Hamrani advises residents and expats 

to get confirmation from the entity which 

the document purports to be produced by 

prior to its use. He said, “Such confirmation 

should be in writing or via fax to ensure 

no one is using a false e-mail address 

attributed to the entity. This is an effective 

way to protect oneself in case they fall 

victims to sophisticated organised criminal 

gangs.” 

The penalty for forging and using forged 

documents could be from one month to 

three years if it is non-official document 

and could reach up to five years if the 

forged document is official. “If a passport 

is fake, the person who is holding the 

fraudulent document is handed over to the 

authorities and the minimum punishment 

is that he cannot enter the UAE again. He 

will be blacklisted. In case he is leaving the 

country, he will be stopped and handed 

over to the police,” says Alnajjar.
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1 In March 2016, an Emirati soldier received a text that a sum 

of money had been deducted from his current account. A call 

also came from his bank that he, as requested, had been issued 

a credit card with a limit of Dh100,000. His bank said that he had 

failed to meet an obligation to pay Dh75,000. Since the soldier 

owned no such card, he visited the bank personally. “I was shown 

the documents – a passport and a salary certificate,” he said. “I 

told them that the name was mine but the picture was not, and 

then I reported the matter to the police.” 

Investigations nailed a 34-year-old jobless man who had forged 

the documents, obtained the card and racked up Dh138,000 on it. 

He has been indicted on another count of forgery and, in July, was 

sentenced to two years in jail for both cases.

Recent cases of forgery
From bank documents to house deeds, job offers to car certificates, passports to royal signatures, 

forgery is everywhere. Here are a few cases that were spotted:

2 In July this year, Dubai Police arrested a man suspected 

of using forged ATM cards to steal millions of dirhams from 

customer bank accounts. Major General Khalil Al Mansouri, 

Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Criminal Investigation, Dubai 

Police, said that the 30-year-old Asian suspect stole bank 

account numbers of clients living outside the UAE. He allegedly 

used the data on forged ATM cards to withdraw money from 

the accounts. “We received a tip-off about the Asian man who 

entered the country on a visit visa and rented an apartment in 

Deira,” the police told the media. From his house, they seized a 

laptop, forged credit cards and bank account numbers that he 

was allegedly planning to use on more ATM cards.

3 A man was arrested trying to leave the country with his family 

using fake passports. Media reports quoted him as saying, “Due 

to our desperate financial situation, I failed to pay the hospital bill 

following my wife’s delivery. I got sacked and my boss reported me 

absconding. The hospital kept hold of my passport and made me 

sign a Dh750,000 security cheque until I settled the pending bill 

for my baby’s delivery.” He added that “the hospital submitted the 

cheque to the bank and it bounced due to lack of funds”. The bank 

then reported the matter to the police, and “thereafter I had no 

other option but to run away from the country”, he said. 

This was when he met with a person, who said he could obtain 

forged passports for Dh20,000. “I paid him Dh14,000 and then 

met him in Ajman, where I provided him with all the required 

documents and photos. Later, he handed me four passports that 

bore different names. My wife, two children and I were stopped 

at the airport when the authorities discovered that the passports 

were forged,” he said. 

forGerY
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4 A businessman in his 

fifties was ready to move into 

an apartment, which he had 

bought for Dh925,650 from 

the previous owner. Except 

that the previous owner 

turned out to be a con artist 

who did not own the place. 

The papers from the Dubai 

Land Department “proving” 

the ownership were forged, 

as was the title deed. The 

businessman reported the 

case to the local Al Barsha 

police station. During 

investigation, the businessman 

said that he had dealt with a 

person who claimed to be from a real estate office. 

5 Mitra Madani, a Bur Dubai prosecutor, recently handled a 

probe in which the “manager” of a technical service business 

used eight fake job letters to extract Dh16,000. The victim 

was at a recruitment agency when the manager approached 

him and said that he needed to hire eight workers. The victim 

showed him several resumes of jobseekers. 

“The accused then picked eight persons and asked for 

copies of their passports, photos and Dh2,000 per head to 

pay for the costs of their visa papers,” says Madani. 

A few days later, the manager handed the victim eight 

employment letters with official seals of the ‘company’. The 

victim paid up Dh16,000. 

Over the next three months, the manager was unreachable 

on the mobile phone. Finally, he switched off the mobile. Turns 

out, he wasn’t a manager at all. During public prosecution 

investigation, he confessed that the job letters were fake and 

that his friend had received Dh10,000 for the forgery.

6 A car technician told a man that he would issue him 

a certificate that his friend’s car had passed the technical 

test and was well maintained – if he was paid Dh30. The 

owner of the car used the fake certificate to sell the vehicle 

for Dh31,500. Last month, the technician was charged for 

forgery and taking bribes. The car was bought by a woman 

who couldn’t understand why it seemed defective and finally 

broke down on the road. She contacted an Emirati legal 

researcher with the Dubai Roads and Transport Authority. 

“When she took the car to a vehicle inspection centre she 

found it had many technical problems and there was no way 

it could have passed that test. Besides, there was a record 

for the car showing it had failed technical tests five times 

for the same reasons. She had the car tested again and 

the result was negative,” a researcher told the media. The 

previous owner of the car is on the run and been charged in 

absentia with fraud and criminal complicity in the forgery.

7 In January this year, a conman was arrested in the middle of 

a unique visa scam. Catering to foreign nationals, he would ask 

customers to travel to Dubai using valid passports and visas. They 

would be given accommodation in the UAE until he made fake 

visas for them to travel to European destinations. Six people 

involved in the racket were arrested. Each of them will spend 

three years in jail and then be deported.
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Important documents and how to get them

taKe cHarge oF YoUr iDentitY & ProPertY
Huda Al Falamarzy, MH Advocates and Legal Consultants, says:

• Be extra-careful when using an ATM

• Monitor bank statements regularly

• Be aware of who has access to your personal information

• Only enter personal information on secure websites

• Don’t trust anyone asking for personal information photos via e-mail or mobile phone

• Protect your devices

• On top of keeping your personal information private, you should also make sure you 

keep your devices — such as your mobile phone, laptop and tablet — protected from 

viruses, malware and spyware

forGerY

Photo credit: www.abudhabi2.com 

Residency visa: This is a pink sticker that 

gets put in your passport. It is possibly the 

most important of all documents. It includes 

a passport size picture, your residency 

number, your designation, and an expiry 

date, this visa is issued from the General 

Directorate of Residency and Foreigners 

Affairs of the emirate where you (or your 

sponsor) will work.

Tenancy 

contract: An 

attested lease 

agreement is 

essential for all 

tenants in the 

UAE to obtain 

visas for family 

members. Issued 

by your landlord, 

it is registered 

with www.ejari-

registration.ae/#&panel1-2. Or else, visit an 

office of Real Estate Regulatory Agency or 

an authorised typing centre. In Abu Dhabi 

and its surroundings, you must register 

your tenancy contract with Tawtheeq. The 

Tawtheeq e-form is available on the Abu 

Dhabi Municipality page. 

Visit visa: You need to visit an authorised 

typing office and get application form typed. 

If approved, you will receive a copy of the 

visa via your e-mail and an SMS to this 

effect. For more information, visit DNRD 

website (www.dnrd.ae) or call 800-5111. 

Sponsoring family
Expats who are employed in the UAE 

can sponsor family members if they 

meet a list of criteria, such as salary 

and accommodation set out by General 

Directorate of Residency and Foreigners 

Affairs of the emirate that has issued 

your visa. For sponsoring your wife, you 

would need an application form (available 

in most typing offices), your passport in 

which the original entry permit has been 

stamped, a photograph of the wife on 

a white background, original medical 

clearance certificate for the wife, copy 

of your employment contract, salary 

certificate from the employer stating the 

employee’s monthly salary with a stipulated 

minimum in the respective emirate and 

a legalised marriage certificate. Check 

https://government.ae/en/information-and-

services/visa-and-emirates-id/sponsoring-

residency-visa-by-expatriates.

Driving licence

You need an original and a copy of 

the passport with residence stamp, 

No-Objection Certificate from employer, 

and eight photos. You could contact an 

authorised driving school, such as Al Ahli 

Driving School (04-3411500; 10 branches) 

and Belhasa Driving School (04-3243535; 

18 branches) in Dubai. The licence is issued 

by the Roads and Transport Authority. 
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forgery is no less a 
crime than stealing

Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training
Ltd, an international consultancy firm

Under whatever circumstances, the act of creating false documents is 
always a crime. No matter what the end is, it won’t justify the means nor 
make the transgression any less dishonest

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

I
sn’t it strange how there are some dishonest things that most of 

us would never dream of doing, and yet others equally so that 

we seem to accept as alright?

No doubt we have all heard the words, “Well it’s not really 

stealing, is it?” as the speaker slips a hotel bathrobe into a suitcase, 

or a monogrammed pen into a pocket!

But actually… it is!

The child who picks up a bar of chocolate in the supermarket and 

begins to eat before the parent notices. When the parent does 

notice, the consequence should be an admonition for the child and 

payment for the chocolate, but how often does the parent let it go? 

“Well, it’s not really stealing, is it?”

But actually… it is!

These may seem rather trivial or innocuous 

examples, and probably are so, in purely 

materialistic terms – however, it’s the mindset 

that deliberate dishonesty is wrong, while a 

tendency to ‘unofficially borrow’ or ‘assume a 

right’ to some item is absolutely fine. After all, 

everyone does it, don’t they?

Rules, regulations, laws are in place to 

ensure standards of socially acceptable 

behaviour, and we can’t pick up the law or put 

it down just as it suits us. Laws are in place to 

control not only the security of our people and 

property, but also of our livelihoods, our way and quality of life.

It thus becomes imperative to regulate the flow of people 

entering the UAE and wishing to set up home here, and in 

preparation for this to ensure that there’s a robust qualification and 

application process.

A recent case before the Abu Dhabi Criminal Court dealt with 

just this issue, where a man trying to get his wife into the country 

believed either that this process could easily be circumvented with 

the aid of a ‘homemade’ document or that the ‘dodgy’ document 

It’s possible for 
the lines between 
morally excusable 
and clearly criminal 
to blur somewhat, if 
we’re not careful

would be accepted as genuine by the immigration authorities. 

This illegal transaction cost the unfortunate man Dh3,000, not to 

mention the legal ramifications and the consequences – all in all, a 

rather expensive mistake!

When one considers that this ‘mistake’ perhaps emanates from a 

flawed belief that because something seems morally right, it must 

be okay, a certain degree of sympathy may be felt. But it doesn’t 

alter the spirit of the law, nor the dishonesty in transgressing it.

The action described above is an act of forgery “…the making of a 

false document in order that it may be used as genuine… with intent 

to defraud or deceive,” as the UK Forgery Act of 1913 defines it. 

Forgery is a crime in itself, although one often committed as a 

component of a far more serious act or operation. Nevertheless, 

without the components, the whole machine 

will not function, so each component is also 

treated with due gravity.

It wouldn’t be a huge leap to go from the 

kind of offence described above to the 

forging of identity documents, even a 

passport. And then we’re getting into the 

realms of what many of us would recognise 

as preparation for terrorist acts or a 

trans-national crime.

You’d think that any law-abiding citizen 

would interpret such practices as dishonest, 

indeed, criminal behaviour, but it’s possible for the lines between 

morally excusable and clearly criminal to blur somewhat, if we’re not 

careful.

So, this, my friends, is where we must take care to see things 

clearly, not be blinkered by emotion or the moral compass to the 

point where we fail to recognise basic dishonesty.

Official documents are called that for a reason – they are “official” 

– and they can only be generated by those with the appropriate 

authority. Dodgy documents will only bring heartache.
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The nUmber of divorced women seeking revenge plAsTic sUrgery is rising. 
The resUlTs mAy boomerAng on The women, As Their reAson for wAnTing 

TreATmenT is noT As heAlThy As iT shoUld be. 999 Asks medicAl experTs for 
The righT Advice

By HAnA PAromitA
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risking a 
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deeper hurt

“
Hell hath no fury like a woman 

scorned,” wrote William Congreve 

in the play, The Mourning Bride. 

How far can a girl go to get back 

at her man? Eminent cosmetic surgeons 

in the UAE will say that she is ready to 

go under the knife. They are seeing a 

new trend in cosmetic surgery rising out 

of the ruins of a marriage. It is called 

revenge cosmetic surgery and is aimed 

at punishing the husbands who left 

them. 

Some time ago, a woman came to 

a certain cosmetic surgery hospital in 

Dubai for breast augmentation. Her 

husband used to complain about its size 

and, she believed, this was the main 

reason for their divorce. She had no 

problems with her breasts, but now, she 

wanted them enhanced to make her ex 

regret leaving her. Her first roadblock 

was cosmetic surgeon Dr Alessandro 

Caielli. He counselled her, explained the 

risks of a surgical procedure and thought 

he had managed to discourage her. 

One month later, she was back. As she 

was healthy and would be undergoing 

psychiatric therapy, Dr Caielli performed 

the surgery and gave her breasts a 

better shape and lift. 

“After six months, she returned and 

was crying a lot. She said she was happy 

with her breasts but her husband was 

not coming back to her,” says Dr Caielli. 

The story does not have an entirely 

sad ending. The woman’s new body 

shape fuelled a desire to look good and 

she started a gym class and personal 

training programme.

Many others are less fortunate. Prof 

Dr Abdulbaqi Alkhatib, Consultant at 

Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, talks about 

a 38-year-old woman, who had been 

divorced for seven years. 

“She wanted to improve the 

appearance of her face, and had a 

cosmetic filler injection three times of an 

unknown product outside the country. 

This had a negative impact: her cheeks 

and lips were swollen, and there was 

collection of pus in the left cheek that 

drained elsewhere. This has left her with 

a permanent deformity of her face,” he 

says. 
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Cosmetic rejuvenation 
procedures are a way 
of improving one’s 
physical appearance and 

increasing 
self-esteem. 
It should 
not be 
undertaken 
as an act of 

revenge

Prof dr AbdUlbAqI AlKhATIb
Consultant at Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi

Aiming for jealousy
The end of a marriage does not bring 

an end to the relationship. A woman is 

likely to meet her former husband at social 

gatherings, while visiting children, or during 

court proceedings. A mere haircut and new 

clothes are no longer enough. A number of 

women are undergoing cosmetic surgery 

to, literally, look their best and make the 

estrange husband jealous, especially if he 

has left her for a younger woman, or even 

to win him back. 

A number of women are 
undergoing surgery to 

make the ex jealous or to 
win him back

“Cosmetic rejuvenation procedures 

are a way of improving one’s physical 

appearance and increasing self-esteem. 

It should not be undertaken as an act of 

revenge. But there’s no harm in working 

towards your outer self with the aid of 

medical science and technology,” adds Dr 

Alkhatib.

Procedures such as facelifts, rhinoplasty 

(aka nose job), blepharoplasty (eyelid 

reconstruction), and neck lifts top the 

to-do list for a woman on retribution road. 

She may opt for laser treatments, Botox 

and injectable fillers that promise to make 

her look youthful and attractive. Body 

contouring and reshaping is also quite 

often demanded. The top body processes 

are liposuction, breast augmentation or 

reduction, abdominoplasty/tummy tuck, 

rhinoplasty, face and eyelid lift surgery.

Plenty of expertise
Over the years, the craze for plastic 

surgery has been rising in the UAE. Well-

travelled and fashion-conscious men and 

women are reaching out for the ideal body 

shape. The UAE has established itself as 

a hub of cosmetic surgery and patients 

coming in for a nip or a tuck make up a 

sizeable crowd of tourists. A surgeon might 

attend to patients from as many as 80 

countries in a year. According to the latest 

If you have decided to opt for cosmetic surgery, here is a checklist by Prof. 

Dr Abdulbaqi Alkhatib, Consultant (Plastic Surgery), Burjeel Hospital, Abu 

Dhabi, for you to tick:

- Choose an experienced and certified surgeon in order to achieve effective 

and healthy results

- Before your surgery, do review your complete medical history

- Drink plenty of water a day before the surgery

- Do not smoke before your surgery

- Eat a balanced and nutritious diet before and after the surgery

- Keep in touch with your doctor and seek his/her advice at regular intervals

Have a safety checklist

plAstic surGerY
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revenge cosmetic 
surgery is very 
dangerous. do not ever 
undergo 
a plastic 
surgical 
procedure 
hoping to have 
your partner 
back

dr AlESSAndro CAIEllI
Cosmetic surgeon

estimates of the Dubai Health Authority 

(DHA), data published in 2016, around 

750,000 medical tourists visited Dubai the 

year before, and 12 per cent of them were 

here for cosmetic surgery. 

The booming business of plastic surgery 

is a trend that has beaten other sectors. 

According to a 2015 report by the DHA, 

the city accounted for the highest ratio of 

plastic surgeons per capita in the world. 

It is estimated that there is a cosmetic 

surgery taking place every hour in the city. 

In 2015, there were 50 doctors for every 

million people; 10 years ago, it was 10 

doctors for every one million.

Picking themselves up
The purpose of plastic surgery is not only 

to make an ex want a woman back, but 

also to generally feel more attractive than 

she was during the separation.

Women who opt for post-divorce 

plastic surgery are often trying to spruce 

themselves for the dating game after letting 

things slide during marriage. 

Men also undergo 
revenge plastic surgery 

but, across the world, it’s 
the women who tip the 

scales

“The confidence of divorced women, 

also that of a woman whose husband 

is married to another woman, will be 

affected negatively. They think that there’s 

something wrong with their looks and 

appearance. They come for plastic surgery 

to improve their outlook and to boost their 

self-esteem. It’s a way of rejuvenation 

and a fresh outlook in their life,” says Dr 

Alkhatib.

A rising percentage of women, globally, 

are looking to assuage their hurt and 

bruised egos. Men also undergo revenge 

plastic surgery but, across the world, it’s 

the women who tip the scales. Women 

seeking surgery for revenge are clearly not 

handling the break-up well. 

“After divorce, her mental balance 

is completely upside down,” says Dr 

Caielli. “That’s why we have to be really 

careful. Revenge cosmetic surgery is very 

dangerous. Do not ever undergo a plastic 

surgical procedure hoping to have your 

partner back. Opt for aesthetic treatments 

only when needed and if required.”

Look at the pitfalls
Even when revenge is not the motivation, 

cosmetic surgery has a dark underbelly. In 

February, an Arab woman reportedly lost 

her hands and a leg after a surgery that 

involved transfer of fat from the stomach 

to her rear. Investigation revealed that the 

doctor had performed the surgery for two 

hours using local anaesthetic, in violation of 

regulations. The operation theatre had no 

instruments to monitor vital signs, oxygen 

masks, cardiopulmonary resuscitation carts, 

or bag-valve-mask ventilation.

This, therefore, is a path that one should 

take after considering all the pitfalls, and 

unnecessary procedures are inadvisable. 

The best reason to have cosmetic surgery 

is to correct physical deformities.  
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Women seeking revenge plastic surgery 

are invariably asked by responsible doctors 

to take time off. The trauma that comes 

at the end of a marriage has often been 

compared to that which accompanies a 

loved one’s death. Women can get angry, 

depressed and start blaming themselves 

and their appearance. Doctors call this a 

grieving process. “But then, when you are 

back to your lucidity,” says Dr Caielli, “you 

realise that all of it was a couple issue – 

you were not alone, the reasons have to 

be shared with your partner, all the pros 

and cons have to be reconsidered, and 

that’s the point when you’re back, willing 

to rebuild your own life in a better and 

positive way.” 

• Revenge plastic surgery is usually 

a woman saying, “Look at me. See how 

gorgeous I am. You made a mistake.” The 

truth is that you cannot control another 

person’s reaction. He may have moved 

on and your new body shape may merit 

nothing more than a compliment. To a 

woman, this may be a body blow.

• Realising that a divorce is not based 

on your appearance and body shape can 

add to the trauma if you’ve invested in 

revenge cosmetic surgery. All too often, 

there is nothing wrong with the woman. 

The husband may be at fault or there may 

be financial, emotional and social factors 

responsible for the divorce. 

• After a revenge cosmetic surgery, a 

woman will not look like the world’s most 

beautiful movie star. Surgeons are not god. Even after a cosmetic 

surgery, your new look may not be the picture-perfect image you 

had imagined. 

• Surgery in one area may have less than flattering effects on 

other body parts. According to a media report, liposuction may 

result in fat being removed from the thighs and stomach, but it 

is likely to later redistribute itself in the arms and upper back, 

amongst other body areas. A lip job may show your nose to a 

disadvantage and create new worries — and worry lines.

• The social impact may be negative, as you’ll realise after 

neighbours, family members and colleagues begin to gossip 

about your new look. A woman, who is already vulnerable after 

divorce, may now be seen as trying too hard to get male attention. 

Psychological cost of revenge plastic surgery

• If you make your body responsible 

for winning back your husband or making 

him jealous, you could drive yourself to 

an obsession. Body Dysmorphic Disorder 

is a condition in which you begin to think 

about imperfections in your body to the 

point of excluding all other activities. One 

revenge cosmetic surgery may lead to 

repeat procedures to correct various 

parts of the body. 

• There are reports of women slipping 

into depression after cosmetic surgeries. 

You may not have expected to take so 

much time to recover, your body feels 

unfamiliar, you don’t look or feel younger, 

and you wonder if you did the right thing, 

after all. The depression may be for a few 

days or it may be severe. 

• A cosmetic surgery comes with all the risks of any other 

medical operation. There may be exhaustion, inflation and 

scarring as well as damage to nerves, bleeding and infection. 

• A lot of divorced women rush into cosmetic surgery before 

their husbands cancel the credit cards. If complications arise in a 

surgery and follow-up procedures are needed, they may not be 

able to afford it on their own account. A woman may be left with 

the choice of a wonky nose or getting into debt. 

• Children are wonderful at picking up vibes, and learning 

by watching. A woman who, for instance, undergoes breast 

augmentation surgery to take revenge on her former husband is 

setting the standard for young people around her. The daughter 

may start developing body issues around her own breasts. 

Plastic surgery, especially for revenge, is a major decision that comes with emotional and economic demands.  
One of the greatest setbacks could be psychological. Here’s why: 
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to abolish evil, we must seek 
its source

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator 
and writer on local issues; he currently heads the 

News Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

When we experience different cultures, we see how people of other 
ethnicities and religions are not very different from us. That makes us 
rethink the stereotypes we’ve always believed in

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

S
ummer isn’t over yet, as officially autumn begins in late 

September, but summer activities are almost over, as the 

new school year starts now.

However, our topic in this column isn’t education. What we’d like 

to talk about is what we observed during these summer holidays, 

especially the observations of people who spent this vacation 

abroad and visited several countries, in the East or the West, 

experiencing various cultures.

These travellers saw people like themselves at their hotels, had 

their meals in the same dining room, used 

the same in-house facilities, and took the 

same conducted tours.

The first impression that comes to our mind 

after meeting these people, who come from 

all over the world, is that they’re human 

beings like us, and that the majority of them 

are kind, peaceful, and respectful. These are 

people who greet others when they enter 

lifts. They act with decency and politeness. 

Their faces have no signs of evil, and they 

don’t commit acts indicating villainous tendencies. So, the question 

is: why do people fight or kill each other? Why do people shed the 

bloods of each other so easily? From where does such evil come, 

filling the world, leading to destruction, creating refugees?

In our assessment of human beings, we often tend to apply the 

theory of stereotypes, according to the model devised by the 

Swiss scientist Carl Jung in order to explain the same. Such 

stereotypes are mainly based on religion, mythology, and 

superstition, and they create images in our minds.

These images, in turn, form the basic component of the 

collective subconscious, which makes us see some people as 

absolutely evil for just being different in religion, nationality or skin 

colour. 

Why do we claim 
that we are the last 
good people on 
earth, and others 
are just villains?

That theory is proved by trial to be erroneous, particularly when 

we travel abroad and deal with diverse kinds of human beings who 

embrace religions other than ours, belong to nationalities other 

than ours, and descend from ethnicities other than ours. When we 

approach these people, we find out that they’re very good people, 

who don’t hold a grudge or any rancour against us in their hearts.

The more we deal with them, the more we are astonished, because 

of the ideas and stereotypes that had been instilled in our mind for 

years. Consequently, we denounce such images and stereotypes, 

and we feel remorse for seeing these people 

through the lens of such erroneous, baseless 

and unjustified bad impressions.

These situations that we experience, and 

which show us that we had wrong ideas 

about some people, happen to others, too. 

They, too, feel remorse for harbouring false 

ideas about us. Consequently, they rectify 

their points of view. 

So, what’s the source of the evil – the one 

that we attribute to others and exclude 

ourselves from? Why do we claim that we are the last good people 

on earth, and others are just villains? And how can we get rid of 

such negative and faulty thinking?

This is the question that each one of us must ask ourselves to 

understand our share of the evil that spreads in our world and 

pushes some human beings to abuse others in various ways – it 

begins with verbal abuse and may end up with killing. 

When we know the answer to this question, we shall pave the 

way for eliminating such negativity towards others as much as 

possible. Eradicating it completely is impossible, as we stay human 

and will forever be dominated by the desires, lusts, and sins of our 

souls. Is there anything other than the human soul that instigates 

us to commit evil, justifies it, and even glorifies it in our own eyes? 
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BAnking on 
BlockchAin

finAnce

This relATively new Technology is essenTiAlly A pUblic ledger of All 
TrAnsAcTions involving AnyThing of vAlUe, And is believed To be more 

secUre And TrAnspArenT
By ABdul BAsit
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We want to make dubai 
the first blockchain-
powered government in 
the world by 2020. It will 
help us 
prepare 
for the 
future

hE dr AIShA bIn bIShr
Director General of Smart Dubai

A
nyone with an interest in 

Bitcoin would’ve heard of 

blockchain. It’s the platform on 

which each Bitcoin transaction 

takes place and is kept as a permanent 

record. Now, as the volume and range of 

international payments increase, along 

with a growing need to monitor corrupt 

financial activities, blockchain looks set to 

become the technology of choice in the 

banking and payments industries.

In blockhain technology, each 

transaction is treated as a block, and 

each block is linked to the one before 

and after it, in a linear manner. As the 

name suggests, a series of connected 

transactions then resembles a long, virtual 

chain. Therefore, a particular sum of 

money (or anything else of value that can 

be traded online) can be traced all way 

back to the source, no matter how many 

times it has changed hands or how many 

times it has been moved around the world.

The UAE, being the financial hub of 

the Middle East, and with an eye on 

expanding this role, has been quick to 

recognise the potential of blockchain. Last 

October, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan 

bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Crown Prince of Dubai, announced 

that most Dubai 

government 

transactions will move to blockchain by 

2020. 

In April this year, Wall Street Journal 

quoted HE Dr Aisha bin Bishr, Director 

General of Smart Dubai, as saying, “We 

want to make Dubai the first blockchain-

powered government in the world by 

2020. It will help us prepare for the future.”

Lower costs
In addition to transparency, the 

blockchain platform will reduce the cost 

of cross-border transactions significantly, 

according to industry experts.

The value and volume of cross-border 

transactions globally are growing 

steadily at 8 per cent and 10 per cent, 

respectively, every year, according to 

Boston Consulting Group (BCG) Global 

Payments.

The value of cross-border 

transactions is expected to 

nearly triple to over $54.8 trillion 

(Dh201.12trn) by 2022, from 

$20.5 trillion (Dh75.3trn) in 2012, 

and the number of transactions 

will grow from 9.9 billion to 20.7 

billion during the same period, as 

per the BCG report.

It is expected that there will be a 

lot of blockchain adoption in the next 

five to 10 years. According to a report 

by Markets and Markets, a major business-

to-business research firm, the market 

size of blockchain will increase from $210 

million (Dh771.3mn) in 2016 to $2.3 billion 

(Dh8.44bn) by 2020, at a compound 

annual growth rate of 61.5 per cent.

In the UAE, PayCommerce, the leading 

cross-border payments network, has 

planned to start instant cross-border 

transactions for certain markets in the third 

quarter of 2017.
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The Numbers
Percentage increase in the 

value of cross-border transactions 

   167.32%
$20.5 trillion (Dh75.3trn) in 2012           $54.8 trillion (Dh201.12trn) in 2022

Growth in cross-border transactions 

109.09%
9.9 billion in 2012           20.7 billion in 2022

Increase in the market size of blockchain 

994.26%
$210 million (Dh771.3mn) in 2016           $2.3 billion (Dh8.44bn) by 2020
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blockchain needs to 
be seen as the new 
‘Internet of value’, which 
will enable us to ease 
the industry processes, 
especially money in the 
financial 
services 
sector

AdEEb AhAMEd
Managing Director of Lulu Exchange 

Holdings

blockchain provided 
out-of-the-box 
functionality, creating 
a system that was 
securely 
encrypted

AbdUl nAUShAd
Executive Chairman and Founder of 

PayCommerce

Speaking to 999, Adeeb Ahamed, 

Managing Director, Lulu Exchange 

Holdings, explained, “Blockchain needs 

to be seen as the new ‘Internet of 

value’, which will enable us to ease the 

industry processes, especially money 

in the financial services sector, through 

transparency and trust.”

Blockchain solutions are not yet 

mainstream, but they are already 

making a big impact in the banking 

and general financial services sector. 

“The convenience of digitalisation will 

eventually enable everyone to move 

slowly away from the physical processes,” 

Ahamed said.

Shan Saeed, Chief Economist, IQI 

Global, Malaysia, a real estate marketing 

and investment firm headquartered 

in Dubai, said, “The next big thing in 

technology is blockchain. We’ll be 

witnessing the biggest impact on financial 

transactions through the emergence of 

blockchain.”

Abdul Naushad, Executive Chairman 

and Founder of PayCommerce, said 

“Blockchain provided out-of-the-box 

functionality, creating a system that was 

securely encrypted,” adding that,“We have 

built our own blockchain.”
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Incorruptible ledger
The basis of blockchain is an 

incorruptible digital ledger of transactions 

that can be programmed to record not 

just financial transactions but virtually 

everything of value.

A blockchain is a global online database 

that anyone with an Internet connection 

can use. It is also called distributed ledger.

Unlike traditional databases, cheating 

the system by faking documents, 

transactions and other information is 

nearly impossible. Potential applications 

of blockchain technology include: fund 

transfers and settling trades.

Here is a simple example of a 

blockchain transaction. A wants to send 

money to B. A initiates the process, and 

in blockchain terminology, this transaction 

is represented online as a block. The 

block is then broadcast to every entity 

involved in the network for authenticity 

and approval. The entities approve if the 

transaction is valid. The block will then 

be added to the chain, which provides a 

permanent and transparent record, like 

a ledger of transactions, and the money 

moves to B. In this process, there is 

no physical currency involved, but just 

the acknowledgment of the change of 

ownership.

Blockchain benefits
The benefits of blockchain technology 

are: increase in transparency, accurate 

tracking, permanent ledger, and cost 

reduction.

Talking to 999, Adeeb Ahamed said, 

“Some of the most important benefits 

of blockchain would be improving the 

security of transactions, reducing costs, 

and accelerating settlements.”

The information in a block cannot 

be altered, as each block contains a 

timestamp and a link to the previous 

block. This highly improves security while 

preventing duplication. “The real-time 

availability of data for all stakeholders also 

makes this a transparent system as well,” 

Ahamed explained.

Shan Saeed said, “The major 

advantage of this technology is that it 

is designed to decentralise, with few 

layers. Each layer is defined by an 

interoperable open protocol, on top of 

which companies as well as individuals 

can build products and services. So we 

have to empower the system.”

Saeed added, “The emergence of 

blockchain heralds a new epoch in 

the technology revolution, bringing 

efficiency in the system at the macro level. 

Blockchain technology is strongest when 

everyone is using the same network, 

so in the foreseeable future, we are all 

deliberating about blockchain in our social 

or corporate networking.”

Abdul Naushad said that the beauty of 

blockchain was that it was open 24/7 and 

365 days a year. 

The emergence of 
blockchain heralds a new 
epoch in the technology 
revolution, bringing 
efficiency 
in the 
system at 
the macro 
level

ShAn SAEEd
Chief Economist at IQI Global, Malaysia

XXXX
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Additional tools for banking 
institutions

Industry experts believe that 

blockchain is not a threat to banks, but 

that it will provide them with additional 

tools.

Ahamed said, “Blockchain is the future 

in terms of how we’re going to do all 

our business transactions. Nevertheless, 

I do incline towards the threat side 

for banks and the financial services 

industry, mainly because it is a disruptive 

technology.”

He added, “The landscape of the 

payments industry will be redefined by 

the entry of non-traditional providers, 

the evolution of new solutions, and the 

development of strategic alliances that 

cross traditional sectoral boundaries.”

Shan Saeed said, “Blockchain is 

an alternative to the banking system 

transactions. Now it’s up to the banks 

to adopt and implement it, in order to 

stay relevant. Emirates NBD is one of 

the strongest banks in the UAE and has 

got a strategic competitive advantage 

by utilising blockchain technology to 

provide better services to its clients.”

Banks have to exist, said Abdul 

Naushad. “Banks play a key role as 

service providers. The role of banks gives 

confidence to consumers,” he added.

In the UAE, Emirates NBD was the first 

bank to adopt blockchain in 2016. In May 

2017, the bank announced the launch 

of ‘Cheque Chain’, an initiative that will 

integrate blockchain technology into 

cheques to strengthen their authenticity 

and minimise potential fraud. Emirates 

NBD plans to introduce the Cheque 

Chain initiative to its employees during 

the pilot phase, ahead of the customer 

roll later this year. 

The first phase of the initiative will 

see the printing of a unique QR (Quick 

Response) code on every leaf of the 

newly issued cheque books, thereby 

reducing fraud by making it difficult to 

forge cheques. 

Dubai initiative
Adopting blockchain was a good 

move by the Government of Dubai, said 

Adeeb Ahamed. This, he added, would 

lead to more efficiency in government 

departments, while promoting 

blockchain services across various 

sectors and making the region the global 

hub for such technologies.

Shan Saeed said, “The Dubai 

government has always stayed ahead 

of the curve in terms of adopting 

technology and tries to be innovative in 

order to bring efficiency and enhance 

productivity. By implementing blockchain 

in the economy, the government has 

demonstrated a technology-driven 

focused approach.”

1. Disintermediation & trustless 

exchange 

Two parties are able to make an 

exchange without the oversight 

or intermediation of a third party, 

strongly reducing or even eliminating 

counterparty risk.

2. Empowered users 

Users are in control of all their 

information and transactions.

3. High quality data 

Blockchain data is complete, 

consistent, timely, accurate, and 

widely available.

4. Durability, reliability, and longevity 

Due to the decentralised networks, 

blockchain does not have a central 

point of failure and is better able to 

withstand malicious attacks.

5. Process integrity 

Users can trust that transactions will 

be executed exactly as the protocol 

commands, removing the need for a 

trusted third party.

6. Transparency and immutability 

Changes to public blockchains 

are publicly viewable by all parties, 

creating transparency, and all 

transactions are immutable, meaning 

they cannot be altered or deleted.

7. Ecosystem simplification 

With all transactions being added to 

a single public ledger, it reduces the 

clutter and complications of multiple 

ledgers.

8. Faster transactions

Interbank transactions can 

potentially take days for clearing 

and final settlement, especially 

outside of working hours. Blockchain 

transactions can reduce transaction 

times to minutes and are processed 

24/7.

9. Lower transaction costs 

By eliminating third party 

intermediaries and overhead costs 

for exchanging assets, blockchains 

have the potential to greatly reduce 

transaction fees.

benefits of  
blockchain technology9
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large quantities of electronic shishas and flavored tobacco seized by the environmental emergency office in the public health & safety department 
at dubai Municipality in two shops in freij Al Murar area
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S
moking kills. No two ways about 

it. Numerous scientific studies 

back this up, and by now we’re 

fully aware of the implications 

of smoking. Regardless, people still 

continue to smoke for various reasons: 

some are simply addicted to the nicotine 

in cigarettes, while others regard smoking 

as a way of altering their mood, a way of 

destressing. Still others smoke simply to fit 

in with their social surroundings — this is 

particularly common with teenagers. 

Even when people try to move away 

from smoking, they can’t give it up 

completely, and they replace tobacco-

filled paper cigarettes with vaping. This 

is the practice of inhaling the vapour of 

electronic cigarettes, devices that heat 

up a liquid inside them. But this practice 

is completely illegal in the UAE, as all the 

other types of vapour products. If residents 

and expats break the law for the second 

time for peddling e-cigarettes, they may 

be slapped with a hefty Dh500,000 fine. 

Travelers to the UAE can have their vaping 

devices and e-liquid seized at airports too.

The country leaves no stones unturned 

for offenders, whatever their nationality 

is. In May, Dubai Municipality seized and 

destroyed a large quantity of e-cigarettes 

and e-shishas confiscated from two shops 

in Freij Al Murar area. The vapes were 

sold at specialised tobacco outlets and 

smoking accessories, including flavoured 

liquid tobacco used in e-cigarettes and 

e-shishas.

What is vaping?
Is vaping really a safer alternative? To 

answer this question, 999 takes a look 

at some studies related to vaping. And it 

found out serious negatives in it.

While the conventional cigarette 

releases nicotine (a highly addictive drug) 

through burning tobacco, the e-cigarette 

is a battery-powered device that heats 

a liquid — normally containing nicotine, 

water, and a flavour — into a vapour that 

users can inhale. It’s a way of getting the 

nicotine into the body , but through liquid 

chemicals.

The bad 

The vape scene, in its short history, has 

evolved into something that goes beyond 

a substitute for smoking — it has become 

a trend, particularly amongst teens. While 

fewer teens are smoking cigarettes 

nowadays, more of them are vaping. 

A 2016 study gave evidence to the fact 

that many teens in other countries were 

being attracted to e-cigarettes simply 
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through advertisement. “E-cigarette ads 

use many of the same themes used to sell 

cigarettes and other conventional tobacco 

products, such as independence and 

rebellion,” revealed lead author Tushar 

Singh of the Office on Smoking and Health 

at the US Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention in Atlanta. A further study, 

carried out by the CDC in 2015, found that 

3 million middle and high school students 

used e-cigarettes, up from 2.5 million in 

2014. 

Add the exposure of advertisement 

to the fact that young people are easily 

influenced by what they see and what they 

hear — peer pressure from friends, how 

many vaping flavours do you own? How 

much smoke can you produce from one 

single puff of an e-cigarette? — and we 

have a serious problem.

In the UAE, ministers have pushed 

for the ban of e-cigarettes over the past 

years, as “bad apples consistently spoil 

the bunch” as the saying goes.

A UAE private doctor who has worked 

closely in the Ministry of Health’s anti-

tobacco campaigns, explained why the 

ministry would never allow the legal 

sale of e-cigarettes, saying, “The main 

reason why the UAE wants to support 

the tough stand taken by the World 

Health Organisation (WHO) against ENDS 

(Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems) 

is because it’s highly possible for a 

newcomer or a youngster to take up 

smoking. Nicotine has a role in neuro-

degeneration and there is evidence of 

brain development problems in children 

and foetuses that have been exposed to 

nicotine. It’s highly addictive and we don’t 

encourage the use of any form of nicotine 

for those who have never smoked or for 

children and pregnant women, and our 

report on e-cigarettes is consistent with 

this.” 

The ugly 

While some experts argue that vaping 

is a safer alternative, others are urging 

e-cigarette users to be aware of the health 

risks from the practice of vaping. They 

say that e-cigarettes are just as harmful as 

smoking tobacco. 

A habit, good or bad, normally takes 

up to 21 days to form. Once the habit 

is firmly in place — it plays out on a 

consistent, daily basis — it’s hard to 

break. Long-term smokers often find 

it difficult to quit simply because they 

haven’t replaced the bad habit with a 

good one: positive social interaction, 

exercise, good nutrition on a regular 

basis, mindfulness and meditation, etc. 

If you’ve still not managed to kick 

the habit of smoking, have you tried 

replacing it with something healthy? If 

so, then have you tried hard enough? 

Make a conscious effort to quit 

smoking; replace it with something 

that’s good for you, and stick at it for 

at least 21 days. Track your progress 

along the way, and see what happens. 

It could make all the difference. 

21 days to adopt a habit 

nicotine has a role in 
neuro-degeneration 

and there is evidence 
of brain development 

problems in children and 
foetuses that have been 

exposed to nicotine

According to an article titled ‘the vape 

debate: What you need to Know’ on the 

medical information website Webmd.com, 

vaping not only means inhaling nicotine, 

but there could also be something even 

worse in the vapour. 
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diacetyl is a well-known 
harmful chemical, 
which, amongst other 
things, 
causes 
a lung 
disease 
called 
‘popcorn 
lung’

ErIKA SWArd
Assistant Vice President for National 

Advocacy at the American Lung Association

The agency is concerned 
that e-cigarettes can 
increase nicotine 
addiction amongst 
young people 
and may 
lead kids 
to try 
other 
tobacco 
products

MArgArET hAMbUrg, Md
Former FDA Chief

The article says: “The concerns go 

beyond nicotine alone. Some vaping 

liquid brands contain chemicals including 

formaldehyde — often used in building 

materials — and another ingredient used 

in antifreeze that can cause cancer.”

“Flavours in e-cigs also raise red flags. 

Some use a buttery-tasting chemical 

called diacetyl, which is often added to 

foods like popcorn. When it’s inhaled, it 

can be dangerous. ‘Diacetyl’ is a well-

known harmful chemical, which, amongst 

other things, causes a lung disease called 

popcorn lung,’’ says Erika Sward, Assistant 

Vice President for National Advocacy at 

the American Lung Association.”

When inhaled in large quantities, 

diacetyl can cause a scarring of the tiny 

air sacs in the lungs, which results in 

a thickening of the airways. Typical 

symptoms of popcorn lung include 

heavy coughing, wheezing, and a 

shortness of breath. Popcorn lung is 

a serious form of lung disease, and 

what’s worse, it’s irreversible.

Another thing users must be aware 

of is that a vaping stick is a form of 

technology, and technology isn’t perfect. 

In January 2017, a newspaper in Europe 

published a horror story of a man whose 

vaping device exploded in his face. He 

lost seven teeth, and was left with second 

degree burns to the cheek. He later 

shared photographs of the horrific incident 

on social media to warn other smokers on 

how dangerous e-cigarettes can be. 

One month earlier, a man in South 

America had his e-cigarette exploded in 

his pocket. Although he suffered minor 

injuries, it could be a wakeup call for 

others to take much caution. And there are 

many other cases similar to this.

Half a million dirham fine
Vaping and the sale of e-cigarettes are 

banned in the UAE. The Ministry of Health 

and Prevention has reiterated that this 

ban will continue despite the call for more 

relaxed laws. Dr Wedad Al Maidour, Head 

of the Tobacco Control Programme at the 

ministry, said “E-cigarettes are banned in 

the UAE and vaping is illegal. We have not 

given permission to anyone to make this 

stuff available here.” 

Any kind of vaping gear that is brought 

into the country is seized at the airport. 

The UAE supports the stance of WHO 

which does not endorse e-cigarettes as 

it feels there is no conclusive medical 

research to prove that vaping, which was 

introduced in 2006, does not have a 

harmful impact on health.

The smoke alarms FDA, too
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

is the latest international authority that 

has joined other health experts to warn 

consumers about potential health hazards 

associated with e-cigarettes. 

“The FDA is concerned about the safety of 

these products and how they are marketed 

to the public,” said Margaret Hamburg, MD, 

former commissioner of food and drugs.

“The agency is concerned that 

e-cigarettes can increase nicotine 

addiction amongst young people and may 

lead kids to try other tobacco products, 

including conventional cigarettes, which 

are known to cause disease and lead to 

premature death,” she added.

In a recent statement, FDA said, 

“The products may contain ingredients 

that are known to be toxic to humans 

because clinical studies about the safety 

and efficacy of these products for their 

intended use have not been submitted to 

FDA, consumers currently have no way of 

knowing 1) whether e-cigarettes are safe for 

their intended use, or 2) about what types 

or concentrations of potentially harmful 

chemicals or what dose of nicotine they are 

inhaling when they use these products.
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Parents must join the force
In July 2009, The National Centres for 

Disease Control and Prevention in the 

US stressed the importance of parents 

being aware of the health and marketing 

concerns associated with e-cigarettes. It 

was stated that parents may want to tell 

their children and teenagers that these 

products are not safe to use. Of particular 

concern to parents is that e-cigarettes are 

sold without any legal age restrictions, and 

are available in different flavors (such as 

chocolate, strawberry and mint) which may 

appeal to young people.

In addition, the devices do not contain 

any health warnings comparable to FDA-

approved nicotine replacement products 

or conventional cigarettes. FDA’s Division 

of Pharmaceutical Analysis—part of the 

agency’s Center for Drug Evaluation and 

Research—analyzed the ingredients in 

a small sample of cartridges from two 

leading brands of e-cigarette samples. 

One sample was found to contain 

diethylene glycol, a toxic chemical used 

in antifreeze. Several other samples were 

found to contain carcinogens, including 

nitrosamines.

Only a matter of time
When cigarettes first emerged, many 

people tried it, simply because back 

then, nobody knew the full implications 

smoking tobacco could have on 

one’s health; it took many years for 

realisation to dawn. Vaping is a fairly new 

phenomenon, very much in the larval 

stages of its development. But it has 

already brought many non-smokers to 

start. 

While some studies show that the 

e-cigarette could lead to the demise 

of the conventional cigarette. For now, 

vaping is far from risk-free. It’s only a 

matter of time before we fully understand 

the health risks associated with vaping. 

The American Cancer Society 

cautions: “The truth is that quit-smoking 

programmes, like other programmes 

that treat addictions, often have fairly 

low success rates. But that doesn’t mean 

they’re not worthwhile or that you should 

be discouraged.”

Some quarters claim that e-smoking 

helps to quit smoking. However, in early 

July this year, a substantive independent 

research published in the Journal Of 

The American Medical Association 

definitely states that e-smoking increases 

at least three-fold the likehood of 

getting addicted to smoking cigarettes. 

What e-smoking does is that it “allows 

smoking when I can; vape when I 

must” in contradistinction to all tobacco 

elimination strategies.
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vanished. However, every time we are faced with situations and 

stories that assure us there are still hearts that maintain their beats 

of love and passion and that hope is still abundant. The evidence 

can be a single expression from a lover who gets scared by the 

mere idea of losing his love and exclaims “She almost left me!” by 

which he means life. 

Congratulations to a lover’s heart that puts his love on equal 

terms with life itself and sums up his life in the presence of his 

beloved, keeping the ambiguity of the phrase “almost left me” to 

mean both life and his beloved.

coluMn

almost left 

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is renowned for her 
commissioned portraits of high profile individuals, including the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack 
Obama and others.

We often think that rust has covered our hearts. But then, we are faced 
with situations that assure us that love, passion and hope still exist

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

M
any people would have thought that the above title 

implies a break-up between two lovers. Those who 

thought so were right! But I would like to present a 

humble viewpoint that is an understatement of the 

above title. In the following lines, let’s explore together the title’s 

meaning and close this issue. 

When our heart is devoted to a person, that person could mean 

the whole world for us. When the whole world is summed up in this 

love, becoming the air and water, the essence of life itself; when 

that person occupies our cells and runs through our veins; when 

we can’t stop thinking of that person; when we dedicate our 

thoughts and passion to that person, then we realise how 

important and indispensable that person is.  

All human beings have their own subconscious. The 

subconscious stores this passion we have towards the person we 

love. But when some drastic development or a violent reaction 

takes place to indicate a break-up, then signals from our 

subconscious erupt and we realise the intensity of our feelings and 

emotions. We realise what exactly the other side means to us, 

even if we were not fully aware of the fact earlier. 

To tell the truth, I have taken the above title and the idea of this 

column from a remark of someone deeply in love and just drawn it 

with a sympathetic brush. Voicing his innermost suffering due to an 

imminent break-up following a bitter session of exchanging blame, 

he says, “Do whatever you like, but don’t make it a break-up as 

you are the oxygen and the water I live on!”        

Here, one can get a glimpse of the soaring passion inside and 

the pain the heart may suffer from the mere idea of a possible 

break-up.

We often find ourselves in situations that make us think that rust 

has covered our hearts; that feelings are dead and emotions have 

A lover’s heart puts love on equal 
terms with life itself and sums up his 

life in the presence of his beloved
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The monTh of SepTember haS Clean Up 
The World Weekend, and Green ConSUmer 
day. 999 TakeS a look aT Some SiGnifiCanT 

meaSUreS and CampaiGnS TarGeTinG 
individUal ConSUmerS

By diPAli GuHA

F
ast developing countries, like the 

UAE, see the widespread use of 

private transport and enormous 

consumption of disposable 

goods and packaging. But alongside 

this, there are regular clean-up drives 

involving thousands and thousands of 

volunteers; effective wildlife conservation 

programmes; and a rapid move towards 

utilising solar energy.

At the International Government 

Communication Forum held in Sharjah, in 

March this year, HE Dr Thani Bin Ahmad Al 

Zeyoudi, UAE Minister of Climate Change 

and Environment, said that traditional 

Emirati life was a model for environmental 

conservation. “Environmental preservation 

was embedded in the daily lives of our 

forefathers… now we can do it with 

the help of technology,” he said. “Our 

forefathers were thinking about resources 

every step of the way. When they went 

fishing, they asked themselves ‘are we 

overfishing?’ Regarding waste, they 

managed it without hurting the neighbour.”

Al Zeyoudi said that such “best 

practices” in the Emirati heritage are 

an inspiration to current and future 

generations.

Environmental 
preservation was 
embedded in the daily 
lives of our 
forefathers… 
now we can 
do it with 
the help of 
technology

hE dr ThAnI bIn AhMAd  
Al zEYoUdI

UAE Minister of Climate Change and 

Environment
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The 15th edition of the 
Clean Up UAE campaign 
is one of the country’s 
most successful 
initiatives in 
community 
engagement

hAbIbA Al MArAShI
EEG chairperson

While global climate change is a massive and complex issue, the 

UAE has been smart enough to target the smallest unit responsible 

for climate change: the individual consumer. Emirates in the country 

organise very high-profile clean-up campaigns to raise awareness; 

clean Up Uae campaign at a glance
The campaign has its 15th edition in December 2016

The 10-day campaign is organised at 146 locations

Some 125,500 volunteers took part in the campaign

The cleaning campaigns in the UAE 

are quite special. While globally, Clean 

Up the World Weekend falls on the 

third weekend of September, the Clean 

Up UAE campaign, which celebrated 

its 15th edition in 2016, are held in the 

Changing the consumer

Clean Up UAE campaign
cooler months. Last year in December, 

the nationwide campaign saw more than 

125,500 volunteers collect some 110 

tonnes of waste.

The 10-day campaign, an initiative by 

the Emirates Environmental Group, was 

organised across 146 locations. “The 15th 

edition of the Clean Up UAE campaign 

is one of the country’s most successful 

initiatives in community engagement, and 

urge consumers to segregate waste; and create incentives and 

processes for reducing pollution from electricity usage. An ambitious 

goal is to rid the country of non-biodegradable plastic bags, of which 

some 13 billion are used a year by UAE citizens and expats. 

[it] reflects our keenness to protect the 

environment,” said Habiba Al Marashi, EEG 

chairperson.

The locations covered were in Abu 

Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al 

Quwain, Ras Al Khaimah, and Fujairah 

cities, as well as Al Ain, Dibba Al Hisn, 

Khor Fakkan and the Western Region. The 

2017 campaign would have the slogan, 

‘Together for a Better

sustAinAbilitY
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http://uae.panda.org

http://uae.panda.org

Heroes of the UAE
This a national campaign that was 

launched in 2009 by the Emirates 

Wildlife Society in association with 

the Worldwide Fund for Nature (EWS-

WWF) and the Environment Agency 

– Abu Dhabi (EAD). The campaign was 

endorsed by the Ministry of Energy, 

the Ministry of Environment & Water 

(now changed to the Ministry of Climate 

Change and Environment), the Ministry 

of Education, Masdar, and the Abu Dhabi 

Water and Electricity Authority (ADWEA).

The ‘Heroes’ campaign covers 

increasing awareness on energy 

shortages and the impact of climate 

change. It also gives the public easy to 

follow guidelines on avoiding energy 

wastage. The campaign encompasses 

water conservation, a matter that’s 

important in any country, but particularly 

so in the UAE, where producing 

desalinated water is a very energy-

intensive process. The ‘Heroes of the 

UAE’ programme tries to turn people 

and organisations into Energy Heroes, 

School Heroes, Water Heroes, and, 

Corporate Heroes.

Within the Heroes campaign, there 

is an initiative called ‘Watersavers’, 

under which every household, 

mosque, school, and commercial and 

government building in Abu Dhabi 

would be fitted with water-saving 

devices on taps free of charge. These 

small devices regulate the water flow 

and cut down consumption.
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If the youth are the future, then two 

expat teenagers – Kehkashan Basu of 

Dubai and Julia Grifferty of Abu Dhabi – 

are great role models for the youth. 

Kehkashan was 16 when she got the 

Teenage environment activists

honoured and humbled: Kehkashan basu 
receives the 2016 international children’s peace 
prize Award

Julia Grifferty, an 18-year-old student at the 
American community school, distributes 
reusable flasks to construction workers at her 
school in a bid to get them to ditch the plastic

prestigious International Children’s Peace 

Prize in December 2016, at a ceremony 

held in The Hague, the Netherlands. 

She was given the prize for her work 

in sustainability, especially her tree 

plantation and clean-up campaigns. As the 

astonishingly young age of 12, Kehkashan 

founded the child-run organisation Green 

Hope, based in the UAE. Green Hope 

now has more than 1,000 volunteers in 10 

countries around the world. 

By the time she got the prize, her group 

had planted some 5,000 trees in countries 

as far apart as Colombia, France, Mexico, 

Nepal, Oman and the United States. The 

management of the group in entirely in the 

hands of the children, who use their pocket 

money to finance their environmental 

activities. That makes it one of the most 

bureaucracy-busting setups in the world.

Is it a surprise now to learn that 

Kehkashan, a Youth Ambassador for the 

World Future Council, has her birthday on 

June 5, World Environment Day?

Julia, now about 17, is a school student 

who networks like a pro at environmental 

and social services conferences, because 

she wants her to cause to be taken very 

seriously. She has created business cards, 

which describe as the founder of Boot 

the Bottle, a campaign to ban the sale of 

bottled water in schools and promote the 

use of non-disposable bottles amongst 

students and labourers. The business, she 

said in an interview, would make a greater 

impression on the people she met, and 

would help them recall what Boot the Bottle 

stands for. For her own peer group, Julia 

uses the power of social media to spread 

the word on ditching disposable plastic. 

One of the most talked about environmental campaigns 

in the UAE is the ‘Drop It’ campaign – A plastic bottle, used 

once and then tossed away, remains in the eco-system 

forever, and even when it disintegrates, the bits of plastic 

pollute the land and the seas in a way that’s an unimaginable 

horror – marine animals are killed by the plastic, the 

Drop it, for nature’s sake 
chemicals leach into the land and poison it, and the plastic 

even enters the human food chain. The campaign (www.

dropit.ae) informs the consumer on how much water the UAE 

consumers per capita, what bottled water really is, and how 

avoiding the disposable plastic bottles can save consumers a 

good deal of money.

sustAinAbilitY
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A mAjor website bAsed on user contributed 
dAtA rAnks the uAe cApitAl no. 1 in the world 

when it comes to low crime levels
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Abu dhAbi tops 
overAll sAfetY list  

 
Rank  City (Country)  Crime Index            Safety Index

1          Abu Dhabi, UAE   13.54  86.46

2   Basel, Switzerland  16.34  83.66

3   Munich, Germany  16.4  83.6

4   Singapore, Singapore 16.9  83.1

5   Quebec City, Canada 17.08  82.92

6   Taipei, Taiwan  17.38  82.62

7   Boise, ID, United States 17.71  82.29

8   Bern, Switzerland  18.47  81.53

9   Zurich, Switzerland 18.67  81.33

People who live in Abu Dhabi city 

probably feel this way already, but it’s 

always nice to have it confirmed by a 

global database – the capital city of the 

UAE has the lowest crime rate in the world.

The Crime Index 2017 Mid-Year, which 

has ranked Abu Dhabi the safest city in the 

world, has been created by Numbeo.com. 

On the Numbeo index, a score out 

of 100 is given to the city for safety and 

crime. 

Abu Dhabi scored 86.46 for safety and 

13.54 for crime. 

The neighbouring city of Dubai scored 

80.48 for safety and 19.52 for crime, 

making it the fifth safest in Asia. 

Abu dhabi has a 
solid reputation for 

safety with a virtually 
crime-free society. It is a 
priority when choosing a 
city to visit or live in and 
provides peace of mind, 
knowing that you can 

feel safe anywhere you 
go in Abu dhabi

SAIf SAEEd ghobASh
Director General, Abu Dhabi Tourism and 

Culture Authority 

source: Agencies
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uAe’s trAnsit of the future

1,200 KMph
The speed of Hyperloop

140KM 
Distance to be covered by Hyperloop in 12 minutes

100 KMph
Speed of UAE’s flying car

5KG
Weight of products that aerial vehicles can accommodate

200
The number of self-driven vehicles bought by RTA from Tesla

450 KMph
Top speed of a magnetic levitation train

The UAe is AT The cUTTing edge of 
revolUTionAry mAss rApid TrAnsiT 
sysTems – These Are concepTs ThAT 
sTill soUnd sTrAighT oUT of sci-fi 

movies, bUT coUld become A reAliTy 
in This coUnTry wiThin A few yeArs, 

or even A few monThs

By Hs PArAmitA

Security And Safety For All

I
n the Game of Thrones, Daenerys 

Targaryen travels on dragons. These 

fantastic modes of transport have no 

parallel in real life. Or do they now? Does 

being transported in a pod rushing through 

a tube, covering a few hundred miles in a 

few minutes sound like a fantasy? Not in the 

UAE. 

Small in territorial size, but big on 

imagination, this country is in the driving seat 

when it comes to building transportation 

systems of the future. 

For the first time in the world, the UAE 

will have flying passenger vehicles, and 

pods in Hyperloop that move faster than 

airplanes. To explain what is happening in 

the Emirates, science fiction buffs across 

the world are referencing Stanley Kubrick’s 

The Space Odyssey and a cartoon show 

of the 1960s, titled The Jetsons, where a 

family travels by an aerocar.

Hyperloop is expected to connect several 

major cities in the country, and the speed 

at which the project is moving – a report on 

routes, finance, and environmental impact 

was to be submitted after Ramadan – brings 

a pod almost within touching distance of the 

average medium-haul passenger.

In the UAE, flying taxis are soon to be 

reality.
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Security And Safety For All trAnsport

 “Dubai is a city that understands global 

change and seizes the opportunity to 

pioneer,” said HE Mattar Al Tayer, Director 

General and Chairman of the Board of 

Executive Directors of Dubai’s Roads and 

Transport Authority (RTA). 

In 2012, Dubai Metro entered the 

Guinness World Records as the world’s 

longest driverless metro network, a 

position it held till December 2016. The 

new radical step is Hyperloop, a game-

changer in the way people travel. The 

blueprint for the future also includes 

fully-automated self-driving trams as part 

of Phase II of Dubai Tram. Dubai will host 

Expo 2020 from October 2020 to April 

2021 – it is gearing up for 25 million tourist 

arrivals by 2020 and a totally new way of 

transporting people and goods. 

Glimpses of the new age
1 Hyperloop: Main course in Abu 

Dhabi, dessert in Dubai? The distance 

of 140km between the two emirates that 

takes nearly 2 hours to cover by car and 
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A rending of a hyperloop station in the UAE

45 minutes by plane can be covered in 

12 minutes by Hyperloop. The pressure-

controlled transit system sends passenger-

carrying pods shooting through a tube 

at up to 1,200 kmph – compare that to a 

Boeing 747, which can touch 825kmph 

at full throttle. Hyperloop stations will be 

located at Abu Dhabi Airport, centre of 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai Airport, Burj Khalifa, 

Dubai Marina, and Al Maktoum Airport, 

with plans for major ports such as Jebel 

A rendering of a potential Hyperloop station in Dubai
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Ali. In images released by the Los 

Angeles-based company Hyperloop One, 

the tube gleams like pipelines on stilts, 

while a video shows how a traveller taking 

Hyperloop can outpace a plane. The 

journey begins around 2021.

2 Flying car: The wheel may have revolutionised the life 

of early man, but wings are the future – a car with wings 

instead of wheels. The hover-taxi or the flying car or the 

Autonomous Aerial Vehicle was showcased at the World 

Government Summit in Dubai in February. A video showed 

a glimpse of the future, with helmet-shaped vehicles 

gliding over the skyscrapers of the UAE skyline. The “car” 

is equipped with full-proof safety mechanisms and touch-

screen navigation system, amongst other features. It can go 

up to 100kmph and carry a passenger weighing 220 pounds 

(100kg) as well as a small suitcase. Yours in a few months! In 

related news, taxi aggregator Uber has promised to launch 

its flying cabs by 2020.

dubai is a city that 
understands global 
change and 
seizes the 
opportunity 
to pioneer

hE MATTAr Al TAYEr
Director General and Chairman of the Board 

of Executive Directors, Roads and Transport 

Authority

The Autonomous Aerial Vehicle that could carry a passenger weighing 220 
pounds (100kg) as well as a small suitcase
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3 Drone deliveries: From post to pizzas, 

packages will be delivered within minutes 

and at a lower cost. What’s not to like about 

drones being used to deliver stuff? Eniverse 

Technologies from the UAE and Skycart, a drone 

company from San Francisco, US, are working 

on deploying drones to ferry packages up to 

5kg to houses of customers across the UAE. Last 

year, it was reported that drones, taking off from 

Jebel Ali, were transporting life-saving packets 

of blood to 21 hospitals in remote villages of 

Rwanda. A drone can fly 150km carrying 1.5kg of 

blood in all weather. The use of drones to deliver 

consumer products will initially take off in Dubai 

neighbourhoods such as Emirates Hills, The 

Meadows, The Springs, The Greens, Jumeirah, 

and Umm Suqeim. Expected to arrive at your 

doorsteps between 2018 and 2019.
Drone deliveries aim to cut down on delivery time dramatically
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Driverless cars will be the first project in a model of UAE’s futuristic city
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4 Autonomous driving: “Welcome, where would you 

like to go today?” asks a voice as soon as you get into 

a car. A road map appears on the window near you, and 

you press on the destination. Without the aid of human 

hands, the wheel begins to turn and the car picks up 

speed. Autonomous driving or self-driving cars is a 

marriage of information technology and urban planning. 

The new roadways, flyovers and roundabouts are smart 

suited for autonomous driving. The self-driving cars work 

on electricity, which means that fumes and pollution is 

set to go down. The Dubai RTA said that 50 per cent of 

private cars would have self-driving features in 10 years. 

The last time there was such good news on the road, it 

was early 1900 when the world’s first automobile began 

its journey. 

5 Levitating pods: If you always wanted 

to float in the air, here is your chance. A 

company developed by America’s National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA) is creating a personal rapid 

transport system based on magnetic 

levitation (maglev). A deal has been 

inked with Miral, the enterprise that is in 

charge of developing Yas Island’s leisure 

attractions, for floating pods to whisk 

people around. The pods use maglev 

technology instead of wheels, can touch 

240kmph and is easy on the pocket. Plans 

are to connect Yas Island to Abu Dhabi 

International Airport through levitating 

pods.
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SkyTran has developed a system of jet-like vehicles that will transport people on Yas Island using 
maglev technology instead of wheels
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Playground for the imagination
Global consulting firm Accenture’s 

2017 Digital Consumer Survey shows 

that people in the UAE welcome AI 

(artificial intelligence) technologies. Of the 

respondents, 76 per cent said that they 

were comfortable with an AI application 

responding to their query, while 68 per 

cent have interacted with computer-based 

apps in the past year. Here’s why the 

UAE’s statistics are significant – the global 

averages for these queries are 44 per cent 

and 31 per cent, respectively.

Gerardo Canta, leader of Accenture’s 

communications, media and technology 

operating group in the Middle East, 

Africa, Russia and Turkey, reportedly 

said, “The fact that more and more UAE 

consumers are comfortable using voice 

assistants, gesture control and eye 

movement on mobile devices and at 

home are encouraging for the devices 

and services markets. [This] is helping 

make [2017] the year when artificial 

• Driving behaviours differ from city to city and the use of 

hybrid cars will reduce the dangers of travelling while talking 

on the mobile phone, and road rage. Around 90 per cent of the 

road accidents are due to human error.

• Innovative transportation will lead to less air and noise 

pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and congestion.

• Delivering consignments by drones can reduce costs by 

30-40 per cent. 

intelligence goes mainstream.” The 

attitude of early adoption is one of the 

reasons Dubai is welcoming of new AI-

driven services such as one of the world’s 

first flying taxis as well as innovations in 

health care, education and humanitarian 

aid. Rob Lloyd, Hyperloop One’s Chief 

Executive Officer, has reportedly said, “In 

the Emirates, we believe everything is 

possible.”

A survey conducted during early trial 

phases of the EZ10 driverless car revealed 

that 95 per cent respondents – this 

included public transport riders, private 

motorists, tourists, citizens and residents 

of the UAE – would like the deployment of 

the vehicle for public transit. 

The UAE is also home to some of the 

richest people in the world. It drew 5,000 

millionaires last year, an increase from 

3,000 in 2015. The reason, apart from 

safety, fast global connectivity, leisure and 

super luxury as well as investor-friendly 

laws, is that the country dreams big. With 

its innovations in transport, the UAE is 

staying up to speed, and even taking over, 

other front-running countries. 

The UAE is also forging ahead with its 

plans to become a global financial centre. 

HE Abdullah Belhaif Al Nuaimi, Minister of 

Infrastructure Development and Chairman 

of the Federal Transport Authority, says 

that improving connectivity across the UAE 

is a priority as it has a great influence on 

trade. 

• According to the RTA, around 275.8 million passengers 

used Dubai’s public transportation network in the first half of 

2017, with Dubai Metro being the most popular mode of public 

transport. This is 0.7 per cent higher than last year. Dubai 

received 8.06 million tourists in the first half of 2017, which is a 

year-on-year increase of 10.6 per cent. The new fleet of flying 

taxis and driverless shuttles will bear some of this growing rush 

in future. 

Faster, cleaner, stronger 

gesture control and eye 
movement on mobile 
devices is encouraging 
for the 
devices and 
services 
markets

gErArdo CAnTA
Managing director, Accenture’s 

communications

trAnsport

With its innovations in 
transport, the UAE is 

staying up to speed, and 
even taking over, other 
front-running countries
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The new school year begins This monTh, and for parenTs for very 
young children, ThaT can mean dealing wiTh separaTion anxieTy.  

some painless sTeps can make The TransiTion easier

IS yOUR TODDLER 
READy FOR  

‘big kids’ SCHOOL?
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Plan the day so that the toddler learns 

discipline and independence: When 

at school, a child is one of many and, 

T
he start of a school year is an 

exciting time for older students 

– a new syllabus, new books, 

yet a sense of comfort in 

having many of their old friends moving 

up to the next class with them… mostly, 

it’s like an adventure. However, for very 

young children, who are making the 

transition from pre-school to the first 

year of ‘big kids’ school, the change can 

lead to separation anxiety.

A brief browsing through online 

parenting resource websites 

reveals accounts of how children 

cry every day when going to school 

and cling to the parent who 

is dropping them off 

at school (or at the 

school bus pick-up 

point). Sometimes, 

little children may display 

apparently odd behaviour 

– but there’s usually an 

explanation for it. On www.

babycenter.in, one mother 

shares this story: “…And [my 

child] shocked me two days 

back by refusing to come 

to me, when I went to pick her up. I 

was stunned. She was acting shy 

and turning away from me to her 

caretaker, when I tried to take 

her. I had to literally pull her, 

and when her caretaker 

called her back, she 

happily jumped back [to] 

her. How disappointing can 

that be for a mother? But this 

happened because I don’t go 

pick her [up], her dad picks her 

up, so she needs him, and since he didn’t 

pick her up for two days, she has been 

extremely clingy [with] him.” 

To handle toddlers’ fears, some parents 

use the military boot camp style of simply 

ignoring their crying and giving them their 

marching (to school) orders. Some parents 

go to the other extreme and cuddle and 

indulge the child too much during the 

hours spent at home. However, as with 

most things, a middle path is the best one 

to follow here. 

therefore, must act as a team member. 

But when at home, that same child can be 

the little king or queen of the household, 

with parents bending over backwards 

to indulge every whim. This disrupts the 

discipline learnt at school – and it can 

make school seem like a less friendly 

place, because the contrast is so great. 

In an insidious way, this also breeds 

disrespect for the teacher, as the teacher 

obviously can’t – and shouldn’t – act like 

an indulgent parent. The bridge between 

school and home should be a routine of 

discipline and independence. 

Encourage the child to perform some 

light and easy tasks at home (e.g. folding 

their own clothes, tidying up their study 

table), and also think of small creative 

projects that they can handle on their 

own (e.g. making artworks and craft items 

for their own room). Then give praise 

or constructive criticism, depending on 

the child’s level of achievement, just as 

a school teacher would do. Even when 

the whole family is out to have fun, some 

discipline should be gently but firmly 

instilled in the child. 
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Pay attention to a child’s agitation 

and decode what it means: What we 

said above is that the child shouldn’t be 

overindulged at home. That means the 

child shouldn’t be allowed to extract things 

just by whining or throwing a tantrum. 

What it doesn’t mean is that genuine 

distress should be ignored. 

Parents should, above all, let children 

clearly know that they can talk to their 

parents about anything – we often believe 

that children automatically know the 

parents are there to lend an ear, but this 

is not so. A bullying older student, or a 

sexual predator from amongst teenage 

male students or school staff can frighten 

a kindergarten child into silence. To a 

very young child, their weak threats (e.g. 

“I’ll kill your mum and dad if you say 

anything to anyone”) sound very serious. 

A child’s extreme distress could manifest 

itself in any number of ways – the most 

obvious ones would be crying and low 

spirits. As a parent, you need to keep an 

eye on alarming signs, and then steer 

the conversation in a direction where 

the child feels ready to reveal his or her 

troubles. When children are confident of 

their parents’ support, school looks less 

daunting. 

Make schooling a fun thing, not a 

punishment for growing up: In an era of 

cut-throat competition, parents of even 

the youngest school children act like 

the coaches of Olympic athletes – their 

charge must get a gold medal every time. 

That’s not possible and that’s not even 

the purpose of going to school. Becoming 

a well-rounded individual with real social 

skills and the ability to teach themselves 

beyond school hours are far more 

important. Putting pressure on toddlers to 

become academically competitive at the 

expense of everything else kills the joy of 

going to school. 

At home, the conversation shouldn’t 

constantly be about how well the child is 

doing in comparison 

with their peers. 

Ask the child which 

parts they like about 

school and which 

parts they don’t, 

and you’ll discover 

a lot of things about 

your toddler, such 

as maybe a budding 

talent for writing 

stories or playing a 

sport. It’s worthwhile to 

cultivate this talent, but 

not by making it a chore.

The early years are 

for children to discover 

themselves. The parents are there to 

create a flexible framework within which 

children can do this. ‘Big kids’ school is 

part of that framework – for a child to fully 

understand what that means, the parents 

have to understand it first.

Did you know? 

The Nobel Laureate Bengali poet-author 

Rabindranath Tagore, perhaps the greatest 

cultural icon of India, was quite an inattentive 

child in school, a daydreamer. His mind was 

constantly drawn to the natural world he 

could see outside his classroom window. To 

make school a place where the imagination 

is set free, Tagore later created a completely 

unique concept by setting up Shantiniketan 

(Abode of Peace), a small town centred 

around a school where students learnt  

their lessons in harmony  

with nature. 
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MiSuSing hiS SkillS in The fielD of inforMaTion 
Technology, an expaT engineer STarTS a lucraTive 
rackeT, unaware ThaT The police e-paTrolS woulD 

Trace hiM Soon

Fall oF the 
e-swinDler

By WAGiH HAssAn
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From the time he 
started working in the 
UAE, he hacked into 

airline databases to see 
which frequent flyers 

had the most ‘air miles’ 
to their name

L
ured by the vast wealth circulating 

in the UAE economy, an Asian 

information technology engineer 

named Benson came to this country. But 

almost as soon as he arrived as an expat, 

he began his swindling activities carried out 

through electronic channels.

Within the circle of his family and friends 

in his native country, Benson was known 

as a very intelligent person. What most 

people didn’t know was that he was also 

very good at electronic fraud. There were 

two sides to Benson – he had a dynamic 

personality and was a highly skilled info-

tech professional; he also had an insatiable 

greed.

One of his relatives, who owned a 

company for outsourcing and recruitment 

services, told Benson one day, “In the 

UAE, you can make a great deal of money, 

as long as you have info-tech skills and 

financial ambitions without bothering about 

legalities. So, go there without hesitation.”

Benson thought about this, made up his 

mind, and got here. Within a short while, he 

had got a job as an IT engineer in a private 

company. His social and professional 

networks expanded quickly, thanks to his 

outgoing personality.

He also began making money very, 

very fast. Within a few months, his lifestyle 

was openly luxurious. His colleagues 

and compatriots were both amazed and 

envious, asking themselves how Benson 

could have such a lifestyle in such a short 

time, with an ordinary job. His car, for 

example, came with an excessive price 

tag, something a person in his position 

shouldn’t have been able to afford too soon 

after arriving in the UAE.

One person in his peer group revealed to 

others that he knew Benson had remitted 

a huge amount of money to his family two 

days ago.

Another person said, “Benson is my 

compatriot, and we lived in the same area. 

Money has been his only concern since 

I’ve known him. Be cautious with him, and 

never deal with him financially. This is a 

sincere advice that I offer you.”

Benson’s method of electronic swindling 

was fairly simple and very clever. From 

the time he started working in the UAE, 

he hacked into airline databases to see 

which frequent flyers had the most ‘air 

miles’ to their name. Air miles can usually 

be redeemed for free tickets and, in some 

cases, also for cashback offers, if the airline 

has a tie-up with a credit card issuer, with 

the money coming into the frequent flyers’ 

bank accounts. 

Once Benson identified these top 

customers from an airline’s database, he 

hacked into these clients’ mail IDs and 

sent mails to the airline, asking it to send 

the loyalty reward money to a certain bank 

account. This account was, obviously, held 

by Benson, and not by the real frequent 

flyers.

For a while, this racket worked just fine. 

Benson was getting richer and richer. But 

then, the airlines whose databases had 

been hacked started getting complaints 

from the real frequent flyer clients, because 

they weren’t getting their loyalty reward.

As these airlines contacted the police, 

and investigations began, the pattern of air 

mile theft emerged from the dates of fake 

e-mails and money transfers to the fake 

client’s (Benson’s) account.

The cybercrimes branch of the police 

headquarters in the emirate where Benson 

lived followed up on this matter. The police 

assured the airlines that all action would be 

taken to catch the fraudster. However, the 

police also pointed out that these airlines 

were unwise to have bypassed identification 

verification procedures when changing the 

bank account details on the basis of e-mails 

(sent by the criminal). The investigating 

officers said that the airlines could have 

taken the simple precaution of calling the 

genuine clients and checking with them if 

they wished to change their bank account 

number for loyalty cashback remittance.

Police e-patrols soon tracked Benson 

down. He was comfortable in the belief 

that he was safe, not realising that UAE law 

enforcement was always on the lookout for 

swindlers like him.

Benson was arrested and interrogated. 

He confessed to his crimes, admitting that 

he had hacked databases and converted 

air miles into cash rewards, diverting them 

to his own account. He blamed his own 

greed for his wrongdoing and said that he 

was repentant.

As expected, the court found him guilty. 

Benson was sentenced to prison and then 

deportation, his perfectly good career as 

an expat engineer ruined by his boundless 

hunger for ill-gotten wealth. 
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weed in carrots 
Where: uS-Mexico border
When: january 2016

The United States border with Mexico appears to be a 
hotbed of innovative smuggling. A tractor trailer coming from 
Mexico that was supposedly carrying loads of carrots was, in 
fact, transporting marijuana. At the Pharr International Bridge 
cargo facility, a search by United States Customs and Border 
Protection officials revealed plenty of weed dressed up as the 
normally blameless orange veggies. The search operation 
intercepted more than 1,100kg of weed. The smugglers had 
created marijuana-filled orange packages that looked very 
much like carrots. Their street value of the contraband was 
estimated at around a half a million dollars or Dh1.86 million. 
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that banana isn’t 
really a banana

Fruits, animals, construction materials – everything has been used by 
creative criminals For smuggling narcotics. here are a Few oF the most 

bizarre examples

Marijuana in watermelons
Where: uS-Mexico border
When: january 2017

Some marijuana smugglers operating around the 
US-Mexico border must have looked at large, round 
watermelons and thought, “Hey, we could pack a lot of 
weed in there!” And so they did. United States Customs 
and Border Protection officials at a cargo facility in Pharr, 
Texas, discovered almost 1,400kg of marijuana hidden in 
a commercial shipment of watermelons, being carried on 
a tractor trailer. Port director Efrain Solis praised the CBP 
officers’ vigilance.

CPB officers, when their suspicion was aroused, used 
a non-intrusive inspection system and sniffer dogs to find 
the narcotics. The 290 packages of marijuana were 
thought to be worth around $600,092 (Dh2.2 million).

Photo credit: US Customs and Border Protection

Photo credit: US Customs and Border Protection



Cocaine stashed in pineapples 
Where: Algeciras, Spain
When: june 2015

A shipment of nice, juicy pineapples was found stashed with 
almost 200kg of cocaine. The drug was stashed inside the 
scooped out fruits. This was discovered inside a shipping 
container at the southern port of Algeciras. “Among the 
thousands of fresh pineapples inside the 12 containers, they 
found fruit hollowed out and stuffed with drugs and then 
covered with a yellow wax that simulated the colour of 
pineapple pulp,” said an Interior Ministry statement. The ship 
carrying the container had arrived from Central America. The 
pineapples were destined for Madrid and a place near 
Barcelona; both addresses were for businesses said to be run 
by Spanish nationals of Colombian origin.
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Under a drive called Operation Esplit, Spanish authorities in 
November announced the arrest of two men and the seizure 
of 17kg of cocaine hidden in a shipment of bananas. Nearly 
7kg of that was dressed up as bananas (fake fruits made of 
resin). The cocaine was seized from coastal cities of Malaga 
and Valencia. 

Before Operation Esplit, the authorities had found nearly 1 
tonne of the drug hidden in a commercial shipment of bananas 
passing through Sevilla. All three shipments were traced to 
South America.

The European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction, in its 2016 report, said that perishable goods were 
chosen for hiding drugs because such goods were passed 
quickly through checkpoints to prevent spoilage. Also, the 
natural smell of fruits could confuse inspecting officials and 
sniffer dogs, preventing them from detecting the drugs.

A poor, suffering sheepdog was used as a drug mule, with 
some 2.3kg of cocaine implanted in her abdomen. She had 
been put on a flight from Bogota, Colombia. Agents at 
Kennedy International Airport became suspicious seeing the 
condition of the dog – she was tired and looked positively 
sick, though she was being legally brought to the country. 
Upon doing an X-ray, it was found that 10 condoms packed 
with drugs had been implanted in the dog’s abdomen. The 
packs had not been sterilised, which left the dog with a bad 
infection in her stomach. The drugs were removed by surgery, 
the dog survived, and the person who came to pick her up 
was arrested. The street value of this much cocaine would be 
some $50,000 (Dh183,500) at that time.

Cocaine in bananas 
Where: Malaga and valencia, Spain
When: november 2016-March 2017

Animals used as drug couriers
Where: kennedy international Airport, uS
When: December 1994
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chroniclinG 
A decAde

The journey of The german phoTographer herman burkharT 
originaTed in iraq, and broughT him closer To abu dhabi. on The 

way, he had a chance To wiTness The Turkish miliTary presence and 
adminisTraTion in The arabian gulf

By dr fAliH HAndHAl
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Burkhart reached the 
coast of Al Ahsa, at 
present the Eastern 

Zone of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, and his 

ship dropped anchor 
opposite Al Uqair town

W
e continue the story of 

the German photographer 

Herman Burkhart, who 

started from the city of 

Basra, in Iraq, with his Levantine companion 

Abu Ibrahim, on September 6, 1903, and 

travelled across the Gulf, through Kuwait, 

Qatar, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, and Muscat. This 

voyage was described in a book titled A 

journey across Arab Gulf: From Basra to 

Muscat. His photos and diaries from this 

journey create a picture of these Arab lands 

of that time. His death came in 1909, when 

Burkhart was in Yemen.

In the past column, we have explored his 

journey from Basra to Kuwait, from Kuwait 

to Bahrain, and saw him leaving Bahrain on 

ship, heading for another journey.

The third journey
Burkhart reached the coast of Al 

Ahsa, at present the Eastern Zone of the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and his ship 

dropped anchor opposite Al Uqair town. 

He went ashore, and took photos of 

the Al Ahsa customs house, which was 

then under the rule of Ottoman (Turkish) 

sultanate. Then Burkhart waited for a 

camel procession to take him to Qatar. He 

didn’t have to wait for long, as a convoy 

of some 200 camels came from Hofuf city 

and entered the courtyard of the customs 

house. The goods carried by the camels 

were offloaded here – these most likely 

were bags of dates – while a Turkish 

soldier from the customs house security 

watched the work.

About Al Uqair town, Burkhart wrote: 

“The authorities here in Al Uqair were 

informed about my visit a long time ago, 

as the Europeans were denied access to 

the internal parts without consent from the 

government (the Ottoman government). 

Guards took me to the director, who 

received me in the warmest possible 

way, despite his clear poverty. Al Uqair 

is an isolated customs station which is 

surrounded by deserts, and their only 

inhabitants are some staff who work in 

the military garrison, which consisted of 

only one detachment. I took photos of the 

creek of the town and the ships anchored 

at its quay. I stayed in Al Uqair for five days 

until a camel procession came to drop me 

to Hofuf, and then to Doha, the capital of 

Qatar. I hired two donkeys, one for me and 

the other for the guide who accompanies 

me. I also hired four camels for five riyals 

each, to carry my luggage.”

81999 SeCurity AnD SAfety for AllSEPTEMBER 2017
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In the afternoon of January 4, 1904, 

Burkhart’s journey began, accompanied by 

20 armed guards who walked in the front 

of the procession and raised their flags, 

which were embroidered with verses from 

the Holy Qur’an. The photographer wrote 

in his journal: “After walking for almost four 

hours, we stopped to spend the night. The 

next day, we went through an area called 

Al Nofooz. After nine hours of walking, 

we camped opposite the gate of a small 

village that was surrounded by gardens 

of palms. Then our way led us through 

orchards and water that was flowing from 

everywhere, until we finally reached Hofuf 

city. I was escorted by security men to the 

palace of the leader of the brigade, named 

Fayeq Pasha, who welcomed me with 

immense praise and hospitality. I stayed in 

his palace for 16 days, and I was feasting 

with him and his two sons.”

And his description of the city: “Hofuf 

city was populated by at least 30,000 

people. There was in the city a market 

whose name is ‘Thursday Market’, which 

was selling all kinds of foodstuff, including 

fish and prawns. As for the currencies 

used there, there was the riyal of Maria 

Theresa (Maria Theresa Thaler), plus a 

bizarre money called Al Taweela, which 

was a piece of folded copper wire and 

an incomprehensible shape engraved 

thereupon. Al Taweela may be the oldest 

used currency in Hofuf city, as it was 

issued during the era of Quarameta. One 

hundred pieces of Al Taweela make one 

riyal. 

“In Hofuf city, there is also an oasis 

called Al Hasa Oasis. It extends over a 

vast area and includes wide areas of 

palms, crossed by some farms of sugar 

cane, wheat, cotton, grapes, apricot, 

watermelon, fig, and lemon.

“In the palace of Fayeq Pasha, I met 

the administrative and military officials. 

Although they do not speak European 
sheikh Mubarak Al sabah of Kuwait

historY

camp between Al uqair town and hofuf city herman burkhart

the courtyard of the customs house in Al uqair town

languages, they are very highly educated 

and cultivated. They considered their 

work here to be an exile. So all of them 

expressed their wish to end their work 

here. The military band performed every 

afternoon to break the monotony. 

“Fayeq Pasha and the high-ranked 

officers sat in one of the towers that 

dotted the fence of the city. From there, 

they could see the Thursday Market, 

drinking coffee and smoking narghile 

(hookah). The only journal that was 
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When Burkhart wanted 
to sail for Abu Dhabi, 

he asked Sheikh Ahmad 
bin Thani to write a 
message to Sheikh 

Zayed bin Khalifa, then 
Ruler of Abu Dhabi

available in such a remote place was the 

official one, which only published the 

news of granting badges of honour and 

decorations, and the decrees of promoting 

or transferring the officers and officials.”

Burkhart took a number of photos of 

the area, such as a photo of the Thursday 

Market, and another one of the Turkish 

military band.

After that, Burkhart went to Doha, the 

capital of Qatar, where he met Sheikh 

Ahmad bin Thani, its ruler. Sheikh Ahmad 

bin Thani took over the throne of Qatar 

from his brother, the late Sheikh Jasim bin 

Thani, who was deemed to be the founder 

of the emirate of Qatar, and who obtained 

recognition from Britain regarding the 

independence of Qatar. 

Burkhart described his journey: “We 

reached Doha on January 29. I was led 

to the Qatar Garrison in Doha. I met the 

commander of the garrison, who had the 

rank of major. He advised me to keep the 

windows of my room closed. 

“The garrison consists of 250 persons 

at least and two archaic cannons. The 

officers, troops and the administrative 

officials of the garrison lived with their 

families in houses made from clay… When 

I visited Sheikh Ahmad bin Thani in Doha, 

he received me in a small and modest 

room.”

When Burkhart wanted to sail for Abu 

Dhabi, he asked Sheikh Ahmad bin Thani 

to write a message to Sheikh Zayed bin 

Khalifa, then Ruler of Abu Dhabi, that he 

could carry with himself. The Qatari ruler 

wrote as requested, and this is the text of 

the letter of Burkhart’s introduction to the 

Abu Dhabi ruler: 

“To the glorious, the eminent, the the neighbourhood of Al na’sthel in hofuf city 

Portuguese colonisers, and then with the 

British forces. At this time, Iraq was under 

the rule of the Ottomans, whose influence 

extended to Kuwait, and then to Al Ahsa. 

As for the lands beyond Al Ahsa, they 

were under a degree of British influence. 

The Turkish military presence that 

Burkhart saw originated in the campaign 

launched by Medhat Pasha, the Wali of 

Baghdad. The campaign began from 

Basra and occupied Al Quteef, and then 

extended to the vicinity of Doha. The Turks 

then got into various disputes with local 

powers as well as the British forces.

When the Ottoman sultanate began 

to gradually disintegrate – the Ottoman 

empire’s final dissolution was in 1922 

– it lost control on Al Ahsa. Moreover, 

the Turkish troops began to fall out with 

the Arab rulers. The first Arab ruler who 

attacked the Turkish forces and laid siege 

to their barracks was Sheikh Jasim bin 

Thani, the Ruler of Qatar.

It was King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul 

Rahman Al Saud who expelled the Turkish 

forces from Al Ahsa. This took place in 

1913, when King Abdul Aziz annexed 

Al Ahsa to his kingdom, and its name 

became the Eastern Zone until the present 

day.

sublime, the grandiose, the man of noble 

traits, peace be upon you, the compassion 

of Allah and his benedictions, I hope 

that you enjoy the best of health and 

wellbeing. May Allah perpetuate his 

grace upon you. As for the man who will 

deliver this message to you, he is a highly 

esteemed figure in Germany, and is one 

of the sovereign people in this country, 

and he is also well-known in all friendly 

countries. We write this to inform you 

about him. We hope that you stay always 

safe and sound.  

Ahmad bin Mohammad bin Thani

11 of Zol Qi’eda, 1321 H.”

Carrying this letter, on February 2, 1904, 

Burkhart sailed for Abu Dhabi, and arrived 

there two days later.

Turkish presence in Al Ahsa 
Before we describe what Burkhart 

did and saw in Abu Dhabi, we’d like to 

concentrate on the topic of the Turkish 

presence in Al Ahsa. It is well known that 

the Arabian Gulf during that time was 

an arena of conflicts between foreign 

and Islamic powers, the latter being 

represented by the Arabs of the region 

and the Ottoman sultanate. These conflicts 

included, for example, the conflict with the 
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Too much junk food gives UAE youth hypertension
HyPERTENSION (high blood pressure), a 

condition generally associated with older 

people, is increasingly being diagnosed in 

UAE youth, according to a senior official at 

the Dubai Health Authority (DHA).

Long-term hypertension can lead to 

coronary artery disease, stroke, heart failure, 

peripheral vascular disease, vision loss, and 

chronic kidney disease.

According to news agencies, speaking 

during the health authority’s live Twitter Clinic, 

Dr Nada Al Mulla, Family Medicine Specialist 

in DHA, said, “Over the past few years, more 

[number of] younger patients are being 

detected with hypertension. Our parents and 

grandparents did not consume processed 

food and canned food that are high in 

preservatives and sodium, which is one of 

the main triggers for hypertension. They led 

an active lifestyle. Today’s dependence on 

junk food and canned foods, coupled with 

a lack of exercise, is the main reason for 

lifestyle diseases such as hypertension.”

Dr Al Mulla said, “The problem is that 

globally, the fast-food, junk-food, inactive-

lifestyle culture is very prevalent in today’s 

times. So many patients tell us that they 

were aware of the hazards of excessive 

sugar and salt, but they did not take it 

seriously, as they did not think they could 

get it. The next thing they know, they are 

admitted with high sugar levels and are 

diabetic for the rest of their lives.”

In a media report on this topic, Dr Sanjay 

Rajdev, consultant in interventional cardiology 

at NMC Speciality Hospital, Abu Dhabi, said, 

“Social media [are] largely responsible for 

children being less physically active, almost 

universally.”
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Obesity linked with teen exposure to violent video games
PARENTS are right to be wary of violent 

video games. These games negatively 

affect teens in more ways than previously 

thought. 

A new study from Duke University, 

US, shows that adolescents are likely 

to consume more unhealthy foods and 

beverages on the days when they’re 

exposed to violence. This links violent video 

games to teenage obesity risk.

In the study, published online in the 

journal Social Science & Medicine, 

researchers collected data via mobile 

phones for 30 days from a group of 

teenagers in California and compared that 

data with a similar study from North Carolina. 

The two groups added up to more than 500 

teenagers.

The sample from North Carolina 

reported being more tired on days 

following exposure to violence. They did 

not report increased same-day unhealthy 

diet consumption. However, both groups 

reported increased physical activity on days 

they were exposed to violence, a finding 

that researchers did not expect. Wearable 

device logs showed that adolescents took, 

on average, 1000 more steps on those days 

compared with other days.

“Obesity amongst young people poses 

a significant threat to the health of this 

generation,” said Joy Piontak, an affiliated 

scholar in the Sanford School of Public 

Policy and the study’s lead author. 

“Adolescents’ mobile devices have been 

previously identified as part of the growing 

obesity epidemic. But, they can also provide 

valuable tools for understanding and 

hopefully improving the health of children,” 

she added.
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Take a peek aT The newesT musT-have high-Tech elecTronic devices

GAdGets

CirCle of trust
The market is awash with all-in-one gadgets that promise to 
bundle a lot of your daily tech functions in one body. But few 
are as ambitious as the Token Smart Ring – here’s a wearable 
device that aims to replace all your electronic devices. Yes, 
we mean all. The ring, which works through Bluetooth and 
NFC (near field communication), wants to be your debit/
credit card, metro card, car keys, home security control, 
office access card, and just about anything else you need on 
a day to day basis. What’s more, it can take the wear and tear 
of urban life just fine. The ring even lets you log on to your 
computer with a brief tap. It charges on a small dock on the 
bedside table. The ring recognises its owner through a 
fingerprint sensor, and locks itself when you take it off, 
preventing data theft. A battery life of an estimated two 
weeks ensures long use without constant charging. Available 
in three finishes.

Website: https://tokenize.com
Price: $250 (Dh918)
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Never doze at the 
wheel agaiN
Most traffic accidents are caused by human error, and one of 
the most common human errors is the person behind the 
wheel being too fatigued to drive. Drowsy driving is as 
dangerous as drunken driving, which is forbidden in the UAE. 
The Steer Wearable Driving Aid, now being developed 
through crowdfunding, is something you might want to look 
at. The device detects how sleepy you are by monitoring 
your heart rate and other physical parameters every two 
seconds. If the device thinks you’re drowsy, it first warns 
you with a vibration and yellow light. If that doesn’t work, 
and it detects that you’re falling asleep at the wheel, it’ll 
wake you up with a very mild electric shock. Each battery 
charge lasts up to two weeks, so you’ll have plenty of juice 
on long drives. The ‘traffic light’ design makes it a cute 
accessory, too.

Website: www.kickstarter.com
Price: From $115 (pre-order stage) (Dh422)

tough Cookie
Taking the mobile phone along during any kind of outdoor trip is what 
everyone does these days. But no matter how expensive and 
feature-loaded a mobile is, if it can’t take a few knocks, it isn’t worth 
much as an adventure photography tool. The Samsung Galaxy S8 
Active looks slightly less cool than other mobile phones in this range, 
but it does a lot of things that its peer gadgets can’t. The metal frame 
and bumper, and the shatter-resistant screen shield the body and 
the 5.8-inch Quad HD Super AMOLED display. The mobile phone is 
additionally resistant to water and dust, though it may not be water-
proof. The rear camera is 12 megapixel f/1.7 aperture. The camera, 
which comes in Meteor Gray or Titanium Gold, is for the time being 
available exclusively on AT&T.

Website: https://www.att.com
Price: $850 (Dh3,122)
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Chat happily, iN aNy 
laNguage
Thanks to smartphone apps, language barriers have been lowered 
a good deal. Check out the iTranslate Converse, a free app that can 
make travelling abroad so much easier, especially in countries 
where people speak little English. Select the two languages the 
mobile phone needs to listen for, flip the phone upside down (to 
help it catch voices better), and press down on the screen as you 
talk. The app figures out which language is being spoken and 
translates it to the other. The translation is an audible output, so the 
other person can hear it. The mobile phone also saves the text 
transcripts of these chats. The free version of the app allows for 
300 translations a month; the Pro version gives unlimited 
translations. Exclusive to iOS, with support for 38 languages.

Website: www.itranslate.com/converse
Price: Free

CompaCt aNd 
Colour-frieNdly
More and more of us – just about anyone who isn’t afraid of 
water – are going for diving experiences and we naturally 
want to photograph and share what we see. Underwater 
photography is possible with any camera that has 
waterproof housing or with any waterproof mobile phone. 
However, the Paralenz Dive Camera is made for a very 
specific purpose and, therefore, it does everything better 
than others. It streamlined shaped makes it easy to hold, and 
one of its best features is depth-controlled colour correction, 
which automatically fixes the colours in the video based on 
the depth at which you’re diving – so that the final footage is 
what your eye can see. There’s the option of overlaying 
depth and temperature information in your 4K videos. The 
cylindrical, 161g body is made from military-grade aluminium 
and polycarbonate, giving it a depth rating of 200m. Built-in 
wi-fi makes it easy to share photos and videos.

Website: www.paralenz.com/usa
Price: $600 (Dh2,203)

spaCe-age storage 
Despite its silly sounding name, the Phoozy Thermal Phone 
Pouch has serious tech credentials. The pouch is ideal for any 
phone, but more so for those mobile phones that cost nearly 
as much as a pre-owned car and cause a heartbreak when 
they get damaged. Using spacesuit-derived technology, the 
pouch has a chromium shell that reflects over 90 per cent of 
solar radiation, preventing the mobile phone from 
overheating even under the harshest direct sunlight. A 
padded core offers a layer of drop protection. The pouch is 
available in a range of sizes to accommodate the most 
popular mobile phone models. According to a review on Cnet.
com, “the Phoozy isn’t waterproof exactly but it is buoyant, 
and if your mobile falls in the water while wearing a Phoozy, 
it won’t sink”. Measuring 4” X 7”, it fits the iPhone 7 Plus, 
Galaxy S8 Plus, and Google Pixel XL. 

Website: https://phoozy.com
Price: $30 (Dh110)
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Get the best out of any situation, spine-tingling mysteries, and new ways to create a more 
unique you - find it all between the covers

Security And Safety For All

Darkness under the arc lights
Title: The Late Show 
Author: Michael Connelly
Publisher: Little, Brown and Company
Price: $28 (Dh102.84)

This is the first novel featuring Renee Ballard, a 

fierce young detective fighting to prove herself 

on Los Angeles Police Department’s toughest 

beat. Ballard works the night shift in Hollywood, 

aka the Late Show, beginning many investigations 

but finishing none, as each morning she turns 

everything over to the day shift. Once an up-and-

coming detective, she has been given this beat 

as punishment after filing a sexual harassment 

complaint against a supervisor. But one night 

Ballard gets two assignments that she wants to 

pursue herself – one is the brutal beating of a prostitute left for dead in a parking 

lot; the other is the killing of a woman in a nightclub shooting. Against orders and 

her partner’s wishes, she works both cases by day while maintaining her shift by 

night. As the investigations entwine, they pull her closer to her own demons and 

the reason she won’t give up her job.

accidental witness
Title: The Breakdown
Author: B.A. Paris
Publisher: St. Martin’s Press
Price: $25.99 (Dh95.46)

BA Paris shot to fame with the intrigue-filled 

novel Behind Closed Doors. She follows it up 

with another thriller placed in the domestic 

setting. Cass is having a hard time since the 

night she saw a car in the woods, on a winding 

rural road, in the middle of a downpour, with 

the woman sitting inside – the woman who was 

killed. She has been trying to put the scene out 

of her mind, telling herself that she couldn’t have 

stopped, couldn’t have done anything. But as she tries to move on, strange things 

begin to happen to Cass – she forgets small things: the parking spot, if she took her 

pills, and why she ordered a pram when she doesn’t have a baby. The only thing she 

can’t forget is that woman, whom she might have saved. There’s also the feeling that 

someone is watching her – is Cass becoming unhinged?
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the secret of being 
the best
Title: Peak Performance: Elevate 
Your Game, Avoid Burnout, and 
Thrive with the New Science of 
Success
Authors: Brad Stulberg, Steve 
Magness
Publisher: Rodale Books
Price: $24.99 (Dh91.81) 

There are some common factors to getting 

the best out of any situation, regardless of 

the field one is in – whether it’s qualifying 

for an Olympic event, finding the answer 

to a scientific puzzle, or composing a great 

musical score, several of the principles 

behind peak performance are the 

same. Stulberg is a former management 

consultant and a health writer and 

Magness is a performance scientist and 

sports coach. The book combines the 

inspiring stories of top performers across 

various fields with latest scientific insights 

into the cognitive and neurochemical 

factors that drive performance.
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raise a future 
scientist
Title: Optical Physics for Babies
Author: Chris Ferrie
Publisher: Sourcebooks 
Jabberwocky
Price: $9.99 (Dh36.69)

Written by an expert, this is a colourful 

and simple introduction to the principles 

of linear optics. Babies will learn the 

difference between reflection and 

refraction and why both are necessary 

to create wonderful things like rainbows. 

This instalment of the Baby University 

board book series is a perfect way to 

introduce basic concepts to even the 

youngest (future) scientists. Let your child’s 

imagination soar.

Get out of the box
Title: The Perfect You: A Blueprint for Identity
Author: Dr Caroline Leaf
Publisher: Baker Books
Price: $19.99 (Dh73.42)

Think of all those fun tests surfacing on your social network feed, taking you through a quiz 

and then telling you who you are. Can that assessment be true? Dr Caroline Leaf says that 

you can’t be put in a box. You can design the best tests for yourself, to discover your true 

personality and feel more at peace with yourself. In this book, she takes readers through 

seven steps to unlock their unique design: the original way each person thinks, feels, relates, 

and makes choices. This frees a person from comparison, envy, and jealousy. Readers learn 

to embrace their own experiences rather than trying to forcefully change it, and redefine 

success. Released from the box of expectations, they develop a better sense of purpose.

Get your own way, easily
Title: Thank You for Arguing, Third Edition: What 
Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can 
Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion
Author: Jay Heinrichs
Publisher: Three Rivers Press
Price: $17 (Dh62.44)

The author, a content and editorial consultant 

specialising in persuasive engagement, presents time-

tested secrets, including Cicero’s three-step strategy 

for moving an audience to action, and Abraham 

Lincoln’s trick of lowering an audience’s expectations. 

It contains contemporary techniques of persuasion, such as language to appeal to 

specific groups, and an assortment of persuasive tricks – the Eddie Haskell Ploy, the 

Belushi Paradigm, Stalin’s Timing Secret, and the Yoda Technique.
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Coming clean with oneself
Title: Hunger: A Memoir of (My) Body
Author: Roxane Gay
Publisher: Harper
Price: $25.99 (Dh85.49)

Roxane Gay, the best-selling author of Bad 

Feminist, has put together an honest account 

of how she made overeating her way of dealing 

with past trauma. She writes: “I ate and ate 

and ate in the hopes that if I made myself big, 

my body would be safe. I buried the girl I was 

because she ran into all kinds of trouble. I tried 

to erase every memory of her, but she is still 

there, somewhere… I was trapped in my body, 

one that I barely recognised or understood, but 

at least I was safe.” The book explores self-

image and learning how to handle hunger while 

taking care of yourself.  
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Movies

NEW INTERNATIONAL MOvIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO A CINEMA NEAR YOU

HOME AGAIN
DIRECTOR: HALLIE MEYERS-SHYER 
STARRING: REESE WITHERSPOON, 
CANDICE BERGEN, MICHAEL SHEEN, LAkE BELL, NAT 
WOLFF, ROBB DERRINGER 
MOvIE TYPE: COMEDY, DRAMA

Reese Witherspoon stars as Alice Kinney in this modern 

romantic comedy. Recently separated from her husband 

(Sheen), Alice decides to start over by moving back to her 

hometown, Los Angeles, with her two young daughters. During 

a night out on her 40th birthday, Alice meets three aspiring 

MOTHER!

KINGSMAN: THE GOLDEN CIRCLE

A young woman’s (Jennifer Lawrence) tranquil life with her husband (Javier Bardem) at their 

remote country home is challenged by a mysterious couple (Ed Harris and Michelle Pfeiffer) 

who arrive and lodge with them. After the arrival of her strange guests, Lawrence quickly starts 

to unravel, racked with paranoia, snooping around until she finds something truly unsettling—a 

picture of her husband in the strange man’s bag. Pfeiffer and Harris’s characters are up to no 

good, planting doubt in the home owners’ relationship, and bringing with them a world of creepy 

mind tricks and a parade of frightening people with death in their eyes.

DIRECTOR: DARREN ARONOFSkY 
STARRING: JENNIFER LAWRENCE, MICHELLE PFEIFFER, DOMHNALL 
GLEESON, ED HARRIS, BRIAN GLEESON 
MOvIE TYPE: THRILLER, DRAMA

The elite band of secret agents, each of whom is called a Kingsman (even when the Kingsman 

is a woman), returns to face a new challenge. Julianne Moore, who played a very classy villain 

in Hunger Games: Mockingjay, is the villainous person here, too. The most exciting thing about 

this film, as seen in the trailers, is the resurrection of Harry Hart (Firth), who had been shot dead – 

apparently – in the first Kingsman film. How does this happen? There are plenty of theories, and 

one of them is that it’s really Harry’s ghost who comes back to guide his protégé Eggsy (Egerton). 

When their headquarters are destroyed and the world is held hostage, the Kingsman agents’ 

journey leads them to the discovery of an allied spy organisation in the US, called Statesman, 

dating back to the day they were both founded. In a new adventure that tests their agents’ 

strength and wits to the limit, these two elite bands have to defeat a ruthless common enemy.

DIRECTOR: MATTHEW vAUGHN 
STARRING: TARON EGERTON, COLIN FIRTH, SOPHIE COOkSON, 
MARk STRONG, JULIANNE MOORE, HALLE BERRY, PEDRO PASCAL, 
CHANNING TATUM
MOvIE TYPE: ACTION, ADvENTURE, COMEDY, SEqUEL

filmmakers. They need a place to stay, and Alice agrees 

to let the three stay in her guesthouse temporarily. But the 

arrangement unfolds in unexpected ways. Alice’s new family 

and new romance hits a roadblock when her ex-husband shows 

up, suitcase in hand. 
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THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE

DIRECTOR: CHARLIE BEAN
vOICES: JACkIE CHAN, DAvE FRANCO, MICHAEL PEñA, kUMAIL 
NANJIANI, ZACH WOODS, FRED ARMISEN 
MOvIE TYPE: ADvENTURE, FAMILY, SPIN-OFF

Security And Safety For All

In this big-screen Ninjago adventure, the battle for Ninjago City calls to action young Master 

Builder Lloyd, aka the Green Ninja, along with his friends, who are all secret ninja warriors. 

Led by Master Wu (voiced by Chan), as wise-cracking as he is wise, they must defeat evil 

warlord Garmadon, officially The Worst Guy Ever, who also happens to be Lloyd’s dad. 

Pitting father against son, the epic showdown will test this fierce but undisciplined team of 

modern-day ninjas, who must learn to pull together to unleash their inner power of Spinjitzu.

AMERICAN MADE

BATTLE OF THE SEXES

From the director of The Bourne Identity and Mr & Mrs Smith comes another fast-faced action 

thriller. The plot follows Barry Seal, a pilot recruited by the CIA to provide reconnaissance on 

the burgeoning communist movement in Central America. Seal finds himself in charge of one 

of the biggest covert CIA operations in the history of the United States.

DIRECTOR: DOUG LIMAN 
STARRING: TOM CRUISE, DOMHNALL GLEESON, SARAH WRIGHT, JAYMA 
MAYS, CALEB LANDRY JONES
MOvIE TYPE: CRIME, THRILLER, TRUE STORY

A great episode in the history of tennis to revisit, considering how the current generation of 

male and female players are talking of equality and equal pay. The electrifying 1973 tennis 

match between women’s world No. 1 Billie Jean King (Stone) and former champion Bobby Riggs 

(Carell) was billed as the Battle of the Sexes – it became the most watched televised sports 

event of all time. The match sparked a global conversation on gender equality, spurring on the 

feminist movement. Aside from the emotions they aroused amongst spectators, both King and 

Riggs had more personal and complex battles to fight in their respective lives.

DIRECTORS: JONATHAN DAYTON, vALERIE FARIS 
STARRING: EMMA STONE, STEvE CARELL, SARAH SILvERMAN, 
ELISABETH SHUE, ALAN CUMMING
MOvIE TYPE: DRAMA, SPORTS
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Dubai Safari Park to set up sanctuary for exotic pets from the UAE

Future fuel: Could science fast-track what nature did so well? 

KEEPING exotic pets was banned by the 

UAE government in January this year, and 

an amnesty period was offered till July 1, 

by which time the animals would have to 

be returned to a forest reserve or wildlife 

park.

The new Dubai Safari Park is setting 

up a sanctuary for housing exotic animals 

rescued from private collections.  

“People can surrender their animals 

here,” said the park’s technical director, 

Timothy Husband. 

“We have a great connection with 

Emirates airline where we can get these 

animals back to the wild, or a sanctuary in 

the wild.” If the surrendered animals are 

captive-bred, then they are entered “an 

international stud pool”.

Meanwhile, two African sanctuaries, 

based in Namibia and Kenya, have also 

offered to take the wild animals from the 

country, especially cheetahs and chimps. 

Patricia Tricorache, at the Cheetah 

Conservation Fund (CCF), said sanctuaries 

run by the CCF and similar bodies could 

give a home to animals that wouldn’t 

survive if returned to true wilderness. 

In January 2014, some CCF experts 

visited the UAE to train veterinarians 

and cheetah-housing facilities. “We 

hoped that through this training we could 

improve conditions for pet cheetahs,” said 

Tricorache. 

Dr Daniel Stiles, associated with Ol 

Pejeta Conservancy in Central Kenya, 

also said that “Sweetwaters Chimpanzee 

Sanctuary on Ol Pejeta Conservancy is 

prepared to accept up to 30 chimps right 

now.” 

CARBON dioxide, the emission of which 

in excessive quantities has caused global 

warming, may help scientists imitate nature 

and create the fuel of the future. 

A team from Caltech (California Institute of 

Technology) has figured out a way to make 

carbon-based fuel from CO2. This is done 

through an additive that converts CO2 into 

multi-carbon fuels. Such artificial renewable 

fuels would reduce the need to dig for coal 

or drill for oil.

“The results [of the lab tests] were quite 

shocking,” says Jonas Peters, Bren Professor 

of Chemistry at Caltech and director of the 

Resnick Sustainability Institute, who jointly led 

the research with Theodor Agapie, professor 

of chemistry at Caltech. 

“Usually, in these types of reactions with 

CO2, you see a lot of by-products like 

methane and hydrogen. In this case, the 

reaction was highly selective for the more 

desirable fuels that contain multiple carbons, 

such as ethylene, ethanol, and propanol. 

We saw an 80 per cent conversion to these 

multi-carbon fuel products, with only 20 

per cent or so going into hydrogen and 

methane.”

Multi-carbon fuels, or fuels with multiple 

carbon atoms, are usually liquid in form, and 

they store more energy per volume than 

gaseous fuel. For instance, propanol, which 

is liquid and contains three carbon atoms, 

stores more energy than methane, a gas with 

only one carbon atom.

The scientists, who work at the Joint 

Centre for Artificial Photosynthesis, a US 

Department of Energy Innovation Hub, are 

trying to create multi-carbon fuels in the same 

way that a plant does, using sunlight, water, 

and CO2. 

According to the US Department of 

Energy, fossil fuels were formed by the 

fossilised remains of plants and animals 

that died about 300 million years ago. The 

remains of carbon-based life forms slowly 

decomposed, got trapped within layers of the 

earth, and under extreme pressure, became 

oil and gas. 

Proto credit: www.dm.gov.ae 
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Ajman’s Al Zorah declared as ‘Wetland of International Importance’

Experts warn against heatwave threat looming over Asia 

THE Al Zorah Nature Reserve in Ajman has 

been declared ‘Wetland of International 

Importance’ under the Ramsar Convention, 

making it the seventh such site in the UAE. 

The other sites are: Abu Dhabi 

Waterfront Reserve; Al Wathba Wetland 

Reserve in Abu Dhabi; Ras Al Khor Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Dubai; Sir Bu Nair Island 

Protected Area in Sharjah; Mangrove and 

Alhafeya Protected Area in Khor Kalba; 

Wadi Wurayah National Park in Fujairah.

Being on the Ramsar list means global 

recognition for a wetland area. The Al 

Zorah Nature Reserve is a protected area 

since 2004, covering 195 hectares. Ramsar 

sites “are recognised as being of significant 

value not only for the country or the 

countries in which they are located, but for 

humanity as a whole”, said the organisation. 

It added that right now, there were more 

than 2,200 Ramsar sites around the world, 

covering an area of 2.1 million square 

kilometres, “an area larger than Mexico”.

Mariam Mohammad Saeed Hareb, 

Assistant Undersecretary for Environmental 

Affairs and Nature Conservation Sector 

at the UAE Ministry of Climate Change 

and Environment, said in a statement, 

“The recognition of Al Zorah Nature 

Planning Department, said, “Known for its 

rich and diverse ecosystem that includes 

mangroves, sandy beaches, salt flats and 

lagoons, the reserve offers a safe haven 

for 108 animal species — from corals and 

molluscs to fish and birds... The wetland 

site is also a highly sought-after destination 

by scientists and researchers to conduct 

field studies.”

Reserve under the Ramsar Convention is 

a result of the relentless efforts of Ajman’s 

Municipality and Planning Department 

to drive sustainability, protect the 

environment, preserve natural resources 

and instill a culture of social responsibility 

across the emirate.”

Abdul Rahman Mohammed Al Nuaimi, 

Director General, Ajman Municipality and 

HERE’S another addition to the long list of very 

good reasons to fight global warming. New 

research led by Prof Elfatih Eltahir, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, US, says the impact of 

extreme heatwaves would be felt most widely in 

the Indian subcontinent. 

Before this, research has shown that eastern 

regions of China, and parts of the Middle East. 

“It presents a dilemma [in Asia] between 

the need to grow economically at a fast pace, 

consuming fossil fuels, and the need to avoid 

such potentially lethal impacts,” said Prof Eltahir. 

Eltahir said that the people who’d really suffer in 

case of future humid heatwaves were the poorest 

farmers – these people are least responsible for 

rising emissions, but the most at risk.

Commenting on the research, Prof Chris 

Huntingford, at the UK Centre for Ecology and 

Hydrology, said, “Raised levels of carbon dioxide 

in the atmosphere are expected to cause 

heatwaves for much of South Asia.”
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Photo credit: www.alzorah.ae
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SOLUTIONS
FOR THE AUGUST ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

easy medium

PUZZLES
Across
1 He wrote “Call me Ishmael never”? Wrong: not 
the case (6,8)
9 See explosive new version of Ring opera (9)
10 Box I put in space before fire (5)
11 Mountains in America enclosing river and a 
lake (5)
12 A gorilla requires time to adjust to this beast (9)
13 Very preoccupied with ex-pupil’s letter to editor 
(8)
15 Nicks a great many (6)
17 Woman has no love for young male (6)
19 Run a cold shower because it’s boiling in here! 
(8)
22 Encourage characters in need to rally after 
earthquake? (9)
23 Scout in South Africa needed underwater 
breathing apparatus (5)
24 Heron found in region round Dartmoor, chiefly 
(5)
25 Awful din is made by cleaner, one states (9)
26 Soldiers may take a dip here (9,5)

Down
1 Show self-confidence and keep school 
principal waiting (4,2,4,4)
2 Tries again to run through “Unfinished” (7)
3 Old coins belonging to Tolstoy’s heroine? (5)
4 Woman’s weight is rising (8)
5 One leaves a man with yen to be 
unaccompanied (6)
6 I left soldier for being unreasonable (9)
7 Boat’s pilot perhaps showing hesitation (7)
8 Stage musical upset ambassador (14)
14 To some extent, the matter involves 
shake-up of art foundations (9)
16 Reticules forbidden to an old women, 
according to Spooner (8)
18 For him, it’s more difficult to keep nothing? 
(7)
20 Soundly regret wounding remark? 
Nonsense! (7)
21 After university pleasant fellow joined 
children’s organisation (6)
23 Fast writer (5)
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horoSCope

what the month
has in store

Aries (March 21 – April 19)
Your well-rounded personality will bring you in 
high places. Wherever you go and whoever you 
interact with, your confidence will spark new 
beginnings for you.  If there’s a passion project or 

a 2017 goal you’ve neglected, this is the perfect month to revisit 
them. However, this is also the time to slow down by reconnecting 
with old friends. Reserve the weekends for your nearest and dearest.   

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)
Out with the old and in with the new. This month 
will usher exciting new things more suited to your 
talents and dreams. Your energy will be dynamic, 
prompting you to do something special. So make 
the most out of it. Time to take action and make 

changes in your life. People will start noticing your progress. 
Manage your time and stress better to gain better opportunities.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)
This month could summon unexpected surprises 
and can bring things to light. It’s best to explore 
your options before you make any big decisions 
that could affect your personal life and work. 

Meanwhile, work on creating a sense of home wherever you go 
and connect with people whose energy bring out the best in you.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)
It’s time to simplify complex thoughts as best as you 
possibly can. Set your priorities and stick to the basics. The 
way you spend, save, and earn could undergo some changes 
this month. Hold off on any flashy and expensive purchases. 

You may be pushed to make a big decision, but be cautious in anything that 
you sign; read all the fine print before inking anything that is legally binding. 

Leo (July 23 – August 22)
The stars will send you down an exciting but unfamiliar 
path. Don’t falter. All things in the universe will be in 
synched with your dreams and desires. However, with 
too much action happening in your life, you’ll want to do 

it all. The key is to balance your personal and work life. Giving yourself a 
break is the best way to prepare for the major turn of events this month. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
While you are in social demand this month, a part of you is 
likely to remain reserved and this will be healthy for you. 
Listen to your body’s plea for rest and don’t spread yourself 
too thin. This will give you the push needed to take better 

care of your health. Address excesses in your life that drain your energy or 
money. Don’t push yourself to go beyond your limits, doing so make you 
prone to sloppy mistakes.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
You’re a social butterfly and you’re ready to spread 
your wings. You have the potential to be an influencer 
online. If you have a powerful message, be sure to 
post with awareness as you can never take your words 

back. This is the month of intense endings or turning points for Libras, a 
budding romance could turn into a real relationship or fizzle out and end. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)
You are in competitive spirits this month and your work-
life balance may have a new look as you reshuffle your 
priorities and bring about change in career or lifestyle. 
With so much attention on your responsibilities, this 

is also the time to consider allotting time for your family and other 
special people in your life. The rest of the month will allow you to be 
more sociable. Go, mingle and enjoy the company of good people.   

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)
This month will wake up the wanderlust in you, giving 
you the urge to take bold risks whether it’s for a 
business venture or an unplanned getaway. You will 
also be pushed to travel, perhaps to a different part of 

town or a second city that steals your heart. This is a period to break 
out of your normal routine and explore beyond your usual bounds.   

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)
This will be a month of observation rather than bold 
moves for Capricorns. Focus on deep emotional changes 
in your life. Put an emphasis on deeper, more meaningful 
relationships and you will learn to let go of your fears 

and vulnerabilities. Easing up on the impulse to control everything in your 
life can be the best thing you can this time. Whatever happens, you will be 
nudged along a new path towards a more settled and secured way of living.  

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)
Partnerships are in strong focus for you this time. 
You could find yourself in the spotlight. If you use 
your pleasant energies to your advantage, you can 
make a big splash. Warm energies surround you in 

relation to your daily routines and work. As your relationships and 
personal goals get reshuffled, give yourself some time to adjust 
and don’t rush into decisions that you are not ready to make.  

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
This month will bring some order back to your life. Go 
back to the basics, simplify, and you will get life back to a 
steadier, more manageable pace. Your stress levels can spike 
quickly especially when you juggle more things than you 

can handle. Take breaks and clear your head. Because of your giving nature, 
others may take advantage of you. 
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